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INTRODUCTION 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  thesis  to  give  an 
historical  account  of  the  life  and  v/ork  of  Margaret 
Pell,  and  in  so  doing  to  shov/  her  contribution  to  the 
Society  of  Friends,   and  the  significance  of  her  life 
and  work  to  general  history.     The  thesis  does  not  at- 
tempt to  survey  or  evaluate  the  v/ork  and  development 
of  the  dissenting  group  known  as  the  Society  of  Friends, 
but  deals  only  with  one  of  the  most  outstanding  members 
of  that  group, 

Margaret  Fell's  life  and  work  v/as  honored 
not  only  among  her  particular  religious  group,  but  she 
takes  her  place  as  one  of  the  eminent  religious  char- 
acters among  women,  and  is  to  be  listed  with  that  cou- 
rageous group  of  Chjpistians  of  many  centuries  who  have 
given  their  lives  for  the  sake  of  religious  freedom  and 
liberty  of  conscience. 

The  chief  sources  of  information  for  this 
thesis  have  been  A  Brief  Collection  of  Remarkable 
Passages,   etc. ,   compiled  by  Margaret  Fell  herself,  and 
The  Life  of  Margaret  Fox,   also  a  compilation.     (for  the 
description  of  these  books,   see  Bibliography.) 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  life  and  work  of 
Margaret  Fell,  a  chronological  order  has  been  follov/ed 
as  nearly  as  possible,   and  because  direct  copies  of  her 
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letters  and  other  passages  were  accessible,   the  writer 
has  frequently  quoted  her  own  words  for  the  sake  of 
vividness  and  clarity. 

A  brief  survey  Is  given  of  the  religious  sit- 
uation in  England  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,   as  well  as  a  brief  account  of  George  Fox  and 
his  message.       This  has  been  done  in  order  to  more 
clearly  and  underst andlngly  present  the  life  and  work 
of  Margaret  Fell,  one  of  the  most  eminent  converts  of 
Fox. 


(■ 
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RELIGIOUS  BACKGROUND 


RELIGIOUS  BACKGROUND 


A.  Religions  Strife 

The  seventeenth  century  in  England  was  one 
of  religious  strife,  as  well  as  political  strife  and 
discontent.     The  religious  strife  had  started  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  v/hen  the  clergy, 
who  desired  to  be  done  v/ith  all  forms  of  "popery"  in 
the  Anglican  Church,   sought  to  purify  that  church,  and 
make  it  conform  more  nearly  to  Scriptural  designs. 
Those  who  believed  that  this  could  be  done  eventually 
by  constitutional  changes  remained  within  the  church, 
and  were  known  as  Presbyterian  Puritans,  but  those  who 
felt  it  could  be  done  more  quickly  another  v/ay,  left 
the  church  and  were  known  as  Separatists,  Independents, 
or  Early  Congregationalist s .       Besides  the  three  major 
parties  just  mentioned,  namel^r,   the  Anglican,  Presbyter- 
ian and  Indeoendent  parties,   there  were  lesser  groups 
of  Protestants  known  as  the  Baptists,   the  "Seekers", 
the  Family  of  God,  and  others. 

B.  Status  of  Puritanism 

The  Puritan  movement,  which  had  arisen  under 
the  influence  of  Calvinistic  teaching,  and  sought  re- 
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ligious  reform,  took  on  a  political  character,  and  while 
it  concerned  the  things  of  religion,  yet  its  great  idea 
was  to  substitute  "by  constitutional  means,   a  Presbyter- 
ian form  of  state  church  for  the  Anglican.       The  Separ- 
atists desired  primarily  religious  toleration  and  an 
opportunity  to  draw  about  them  those  of  similar  beliefs. 
They  had  no  program  for  a  state  religion,  but  sought 
only  to  set  up  local  churches  v/hich  v/ould  govern  them- 
selves , 

Religious  toleration  was  scarcely  thought  of 
in  these  days.       Every  effort  v/as  being  made  by  the 
State  Church  to  make  all  people  conform  to  the  state 
religion,  but  in  spite  of  their  efforts,  the  Puritan 
and  non-conforming  groups  grew.       Not  only  was  there 
PresDyterianism  and  Congregationalism  to  be  reckoned 
with,  but  the  Baptist  group,  established  in  1612,  was 
increasing  in  numbers  and  influence.       Intolerance  was 
manifested  not  only  by  the  Anglican  Church,  but  the 
Puritans  and  Separatists  were  as  intolerant  of  the 
Anglican  Church  as  it  was  of  them,   and  the  Baptists 
felt  that  they  alone  had  religious  truth. 

C,       Calvinism  in  England 


The  Anglican  Church  ruled  v/ith  great  power 
and  practically  absolute  sway  until  the  Great  Rebellion 
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(1642-1646),  when  after  the  defeat  of  Charles  in  1644, 
Presbyterianlsm  became  the  State  religion,  and  was 
"a  more  intolerant  religion  than  Anglicanism  had  been."l 
It  was  under  this  form  of  church  government  that  George 
Pox,  founder  of  Quakerism,  passed  the  most  formative 
years  in  his  religious  development.       "Calvin's  In- 
situtes  was  the  text-book  of  the  clergy  with  '-'horn  he 
was  brought  in  contact.       It  v/as  not  high  sacramental 
teaching,  nor  discourses  on  Apostolical  Succession,  from 
which  this  young  man's  soul  revolted,  but  it  was  the 
long  sermons  on  abstruse  points  of  doctrine,   the  al- 
most equally  long  and  sermon-like  prayers,   the  Calvin- 
istic  teaching  of  the  predestined  and  eternal  misery  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  human  race,   the  superstitious 
reverence  for  every  letter  in  that  collection  of  writ- 
ings by  holy  men  of  old  made  by  the  Jev/ish  and  Christ- 
ian churches,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  "the  word 
of  God",  the  determination  to  keep  the  Lord's  Day  as 
if  it  had  been  a  Jewish  Sabbath,  fencing  it  round  v/ith 
the  same  awful  sanctions  with  vrhich  that  day  was  en- 
compassed in  the  legislation  of  the  Pentateuch:  these 
and  similar  exaggerations  of  what  was  then  called  the 
Puritan,  and  has  since  been  called  the  Evangelical, 
school,  were  what  first  called  forth  the  impassioned 
protest  of  the  young  shepherd  of  Leicestershire . "2 

1  -Hayes,  Political  and  Social  History  of  Modern 

Europe,  Vol.   I,  276. 

2  -  Hodgkin,     George  Fox,  4-5. 


D.       The  "Seekers" 


Buit  the  founder  of  Quakerism  v;as  not  the  only 
person  who  felt  that  the  religion  of  that  time  had  come 
for  the  most  part  to  consist  in  doctrinal  sayings, 
political  sjnbition,   and  outward  ceremony,     V/ithin  these 
Puritan  and  non-conforming  groups,  there  were  small 
companies  of  persons  who  felt  the  shallowness  and 
barrenness  of  such  religion,   and  v-ho  v/ere  seeking  true 
religious  experience.       They  had  quit  attending  any 
form  of  public  worship  and  held  meetings  of  their  own. 
These  people  called  themselves  "Seekers",  because  they 
had  not  been  brought  into  a  deeper,   soul-satisfying  ex- 
perience by  the  current  religious  beliefs  and  practices. 
When  George  Pox  appeared  on  the  scene,  he  found  these 
people  ready  to  receive  the  message  he  v/as  to  bring, 
and  that  they  vrere  in  accord  v/ith  his  spirit.  There 
v/ere  other  groups  of  such  persons,  who  called  themselves 
by  different  names,  but  in  essence  they  were  like  the 
"seekers" . 

Such  was  the  religious  situation  in  England 
at  the  time  when  George  Fox  appeared,  the  man  who  was 
to  bring  religious  satisfaction  to  Margaret  Fell,  who 
had  not  found  it  up  to  that  time.  Religion  was  the 
subject  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  English  people, 
but  their  thinking  about  it  and  seeking  for  it,  v/as  in 
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a  great  turmoil.       George  Fox  caine  with  a  spiritual 
and  mystical  message  to  a  nation  in  religious  strife. 
To  him  we  now  turn  to  learn  something  of  the  man  whose 
early  and  eminent  convert  Margaret  Pell  became. 


€ 


III.     GEORGE  FOX  (1624-1691) 


GEORGE  POX 


A.     Religious  Seeking  and  Conversion 

George  Pox,  leader  of  the  Prlends  and  "one 
of  the  few  religious  geniuses  of  English  history", ^  was 
born  in  Penny  Drayton,  Leicestershire,   the  son  of  a 
weaver.       As  a  boy  he  says  he  had  "a  gravity  and 
stayedness  of  mind  and  spirit,  not  usual  in  children", 
and  he  seems  to  have  grown  up  earnest  and  serious- 
minded.       There  was  a  common  saying  among  those  v^ho 
knew  him,   that   'If  George  says  verily,   there  is  no 
altering  him'.       Plis  relatives  wanted  him  to  go  into 
preaching,  but  others  advised  to  the  contrary,   and  so 
he  v/ent  into  a  shoemaker's  shop  until  1643,  when  he 
left  his  relatives  "at  the  coraraand  of  God", 2  as  he 
writes,   to  go  in  search  of  a  soul-satisfying  reality. 

During  the  five  years  betv/een  1643  and  1648, 
Pox  appears  to  have  listened  to  and  v/eighed  almost  all 
the  various  religious  opinions  which  were  current  at 
that  period.       His  soul  was  in  pain  and  darkness,  and 
he  could  find  no  relief.       He  went  about  talking  with 
preachers  of t  he  various  sects,  but  he  seemed  to  have 
found  no  comfort  with  these,  but  found  m.ore  "tenderness" 

1  -  Walker,     A  History  of  the  Christian  Church,  478. 

2  -  Pox,     The  Journal  of  George  Fox,    (edited  by  Norman 

Penny),  1-2. 


among  the  dissenting  people. 

His  transforming  and  always  central  exper- 
ience came  to  Pox  in  1646.       At  last,  v/hen  all  his 
hopes  were  gone  of  finding  someone  "to  speak  to  his 
condition",  he  "heard  a  voice  which  said,    'There  is 
One,   even  Jesus  Christ,   that  can  speak  to  thy  condition' 
and  when  he   'heard  it,  his  heart  leapt  for  joy.'  The 
Father  of  Life  drew  him  to  His  Son,  by  His  spirit.  Then 
the  Lord  gently  led  him  along,   and  let  him  see  His  love, 
which  is  endless  and  eternal.       That  love  let  him  see 
himself.       It  showed  him  that  all  are  concluded  under 
sin,   and  shut  up  in  unbelief,   and  that  Jesus  Christ 
enlightens,   gives  grace,  faith  and  power  --  that  all 
was  done  by  Christ".       Though  Pox  had  striven  all  his 
life  to  perform  the  law  of  God,  yet  it  was  not  until  he 
had  experienced  this  great  change  that  "his  sorrows 
and  troubles  began  to  wear  off,  and  tears  of  joy  dropped 
from  him",  and  he  sav/  the  " inf initeness  of  the  love  of 
God"l  in  Christ. 

shortly  after  the  experience  above  related, 
three  truths  "opened"  to  Fox.       The  first  v/as  that  all 
believers  "were  born  of  God,   and  passed  from  death  to 
life,   and  that  none  were  true  believers  but  such;  and 
though  others  said  they  v/ere  believers,  yet  they  v/ere 


1  -  Pox,     The  Journal  of  George  Fox,  8-9. 
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not."       The  second  truth  was  that  learning  is  not 
enough.     "The  Lord  opened  unto  me  that  being  bred  at 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  was  not  enough  to  fit  and  qualify 
men  to  be  ministers  of  Christ."       And  the  third  truth 
was  that  God  does  not  dwell  in  temples  made  with 
hands,  but  in  people's  hearts. 

Though  Pox  was  a  great  mystic,  and  his  ex- 
periences of  Gor]  were  very  other-worldly  at  times,  yet 
the  fruits  of  these  experiences  v^ere  to  be  very  prac- 
tical, as  is  evidenced  by  his  life  and  v/ork,   anci  the 
fine  moral  qualities  of  character  which  the  Friends 
have  been  generally  acknov/ledged  to  possess. 

B.       As  Preacher 

Having  obtained  this  surety  of  God,  and  hav- 
ing received  several  "openings".  Fox  began  to  preach 
about  1647  and  soon  drew  around  him  many  who,  like  him- 
self, were  dissatisfied  with  the  teachings  and  prac- 
tices of  the  day,  and  Y/ere  longing  for  a  higher  and 
more  spiritual  life.       Neither  Fox  nor  his  adherents 
at  first  had  any  intention  of  establishing  a  new 
branch  of  the  church.       Such  a  result,  hov/ever,  was 
inevitable  from  the  doctrines  which  they  preached,  for 
such  v/ere  practically  incompatible  vrith  the  practices 
of  the  denominations  then  existing. 


m  1647  anr]  1648,  Pox  preached  at  some  Baptist 
meetings,  and  meetings  of  professing  Christians  v/ho  met 
to  pray  and  expound  the  Scriptures.       At  times  the  Bible 
y.'as  handed  to  him  to  expound  and  defend  his  views, 
which  he  never  shrank  from,   quoting  chapter  and  verse, 
ne  also  often  availed  himself  of  the  custom,  which  was 
a  common  one  in  those  days,  for  anyone  who  felt  he  had 
a  message  to  deliver,   to  speak  after  the  minister  had 
finished  his  sermon.       During  these  early  days.  Fox 
went  from,  town  to  town,  often  speaking  to  the  "Y/icked- 
est"  people  in  the  country.       Their  knov;ledge  of  the 
scriptures  was  in  a  form,  hut  not  in  the  life  and 
spirit  which  gave  them  forth.       Fox  found  that  the 
"land  mourned  because  of  oaths,  adulteries,  drunken- 
ness,  and  profaneness" .1 

The  first  work  of  Fox  lay  mostly  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Mansfield,   then  he  moved  to  Notting- 
hamshire where  the  Baptist  community  accepted  his 
message  almost  in  a  body.       They  then  formed  themselves 
into  a  new  association  under  the  name  of  "CMldren  of 
the  Light".       This  name,   chosen  on  account  of  the  cen- 
tral truth  taught  by  Pox  of  the  light  of  Clirist  as  the 
guide  to  eternal  life,  was  the  earliest  by  which  Friends 
v/ere  known.       Pox's  itinerant  preaching  resulted  in  the 


1  -  Barclay,     The  Inner  Life  of  the  Religious  Societies 
of  the  Commonwealth,  257. 


formation  of  groups  of  "Children  of  the  Lif^ht"  in  many 
of  the  places  visited,  who,  in  accordance  with  Fox's 
advice,  at  once  began  holding  meetings  of  a  very  simple 
kind.       There  were  no  settled  or  appointed  meetings  at 
first,  but  frequently  a  group  would  assemble  and  there 
sit  together,   and  as  they  felt  led  by  the  spirit,  they 
would  talk  together  in  a  testimonial  fashion,  vrorship- 
ping  thus  for  three  and  four  hours  at  one  time  very 
often, 

C ,       The  Message  of  Fox  and  His  Early  Helpers 

Fox  sav/  that  he  could  effect  little  single- 
handed,  and  by  1651,   several  able  preachers  had  already 
united  with  him  in  his  Gospel  labors.       This  method  was 
largely  that  of  itinerant  preaching,   speaking  to  large 
audiences  in  the  open  air,   and  their  message  was  to 
the  great  mass  of  people,   emphatically  "good  news". 
They  taught  the  great  masses  of  the  people  that  the 
love  of  (rod  was  not  narrov/ed  to  a  small  circle  of  the 
elect,  but  embraced  everyone  or  His  children  --  that 
Christ  died  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.     That  He 
was  not  only  the  saviour  of  the  viorld,  but  the  Light 
of  the  world,  and  that  a  full,   free,  and  effectual  offer 
of  salvation  v:as  made  by  Christ  himself,   in  the  person 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,   to  every  man.       If  it  was  replied. 
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••But  he  has  not  made  this  offer  to  me,"  it  was  answered 

to  thiseffect: 

"Have  you  no  Light  upon  the  path  of  dutyr 
Cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  v/ell,  and 
v/ait,  not  in  the  neglect  of  the  house  of 
prayer  and  the  fellowship  of  God's  people, 
but  meet  with  those  who  are  seeking  to 
worship  trOd  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth,  and 
the  aun  of  Righteousness  v/ill  at  last 
shine  upon  the  path  to  Heaven,  and  you 
will  knov;  Christ  for  yourself  as  a  living 
Saviour  —  a  Saviour,  who,   as  a  pledge  of 
his  forgiveness  of  past  sins,  will  give 
you  power  to  become  one  of  the  sons  of  God, 
You  will  be  "all  tavrrht  of  God",  and  "walk- 
ing in  the  Light",  you  will  be  guided  in 
your  personal  duty,  und  know  the  blood  of 
uhrist  to  cleanse  you  from  all  sin."l 

With  this  message  the  early  preachers  of  the  Society  were 

eminently  successful  v/hen  they  preached  to  the  m.ultitude. 

Pox  embraced  every  opportunity  of  preaching; 
sometimes  he  spoke  in  town  halls,   sometimes  in  the 
market-places,   in  the  churchyards,  under  the  old  yew 
trees,   in  the  fields,  or  on  the  top  of  a  hay-rick,  or 
on  the  stump  of  a  tree;  by  the  sea-side,  or  on  the  hill 
side.       Every  portion  of  God's  earth  was  hoi;/-  ground, 
and  H'ox  held  that  open  air  and  itinerant  preaching  were 
consecrated  by  the  example  of  Christ  and  His  apostles. 

One  great  object  of  Pox  and  his  early  preachers 
was  to  strike  a  blo^-'  at  the  priestly  power,  which  they 
conceived  was  the  origin  of  the  ungodly  state  of  the 


1  -  Barclay,     The  Inner  Life  of  the  Religious  Societies 
of  the  Commonwealth,  261. 


country.       They  regarded  their  determined  protest 
against  the  establishment  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
as  a  part  of  their  duty  as  preachers  of  the  Gospel. 

Pox  felt  that  the  true  ministry  is  that  of 
any  man  or  woman  that  God  chooses  to  use.  Christian- 
ity is  not  an  outv/ard  profession,  but  an  inner  light 
by  which  Christ  directly  illuminates  the  believing  soul, 
nevelation  is  not  confined  to  the  scriptures,  though 
they  are  a  true  word  of  God  --  it  enlightens  all  men 
who  are  true  disciples.       I'he  spirit  of  God  speaks 
directly  throLigh  them,  gives  them  their  message,  and 
quickens  them  for  service. 

It  was  on  a  northern  tour  to  Yorkshire, 
Lancasshire  and  other  parts,   in  1652  that  George  Fox 
met  Margaret  Fell,  the  woman  who  was  to  become  such 
a  pc^'/erful  factor  in  the  work  of  the  Friends, 


IV.     MARGARET  PELL 
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MARGARET  FELL 
A.     Life  Before  Meeting  George  Fox 


Margaret  Fox  was  born  at  iviarsh  Grange,  in  the 
parish  of  Dalton,  in  Furness,  Lancashire,  England,  in 
the  year  1614.     She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Askew,  a 
man  of  estate  and  education,  and  one  v/ho  was  honest, 
pious  and  charitable.       The  Askew  family  v/as  an  an- 
cient and  honorable  one  and  we  find  that  Margaret  was 
born  and  bred  a  lady.       She  was  the  great  granddaughter 
of  the  celebrated  martyred  lady,  Amie  Askew,  who  v/as 
burned  at  the  stake  on  July  26,  1545  for  embracing 
opinions  of  Melchior  Hofmann,  an  Anabaptist.  Vifith 
all  her  beaiity  and  polite  breeding,   this  martyr  strain 
was  conspicuous  in  Margaret. 

Little  is  recorded  concerning  the  education 
of  Margaret  Fell,     Maria  Webb  remarks  that  "Margaret 
Askew  had  been  both  religiously  and  intellectually  v/ell 
educated  for  that  time"!,  but  being  v/ell  educated  in 
England  in  the  seventeenth  century  did  not  mean  what  it 
does  in  the  twentieth  century.       The  intellectual  de- 
velopment of  v/omen  seems  to  have  been  much  neglected. 
Macaulay  says  that  their  literary  stores  generally 
consisted  of  a  pra3?-er-book  and.  a  receipt-book.     He  adds 


1  -  Webb,     The  Fells  of  ::jv/arthmore  Hall,  5. 
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further  thaf'during  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  the  culture  of  the  female  mind  seems  to  have 
been  almost  entirely  neglected.       If  a  damsel  had  the 
least  smattering  of  literature,  she  v;as  regarded  as  a 
prodigy".^      And  so  v^e  can  fairly  say  that  Margaret  As- 
kew v;as  well  educated  for  that  time,  and  came  from  a 
home  where  eriucation  was  held  in  esteem.     She  was  ably 
suited  because  of  her  training  and  background,   to  become 
mistress  of  Swarthmore  Hall,  and  in  later  years,  such 
training  proved  of  great  value  to  her. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Margaret  Askev^f  married 
Judge  Pell  of  Sv/arthm.ore  Hall,  a  man  of  v^ealth  and  posi- 
tion, tv/ice  her  age,   circuit  judge  for  North  Wales,  a 
m-ember  of  Parliament,   and  vice-Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
of  Lancaster.       Strict  integrity  and  and  love  of  jus- 
tice, tempered  with  mercy  and  moderation,  were  said  to 
be  conspicuous  traits  in  his  character.       She  speaks  of 
him  in  this  v/ay: 

"We  lived  together  twenty-six  years,  in 
which  time  we  had  nine  children.  He 
was  a  tender  and  loving  husband  to  me, 
and  a  tender  father  to  his  children  and 
one  that  sought  after  God  in  the  best 
way  that  was  made  known  to  him".^ 

Judge  Pell  was  regarded  highly  by  people  in  his  comjnun- 

ity  and  even  in  the  nation,  and  was  a  man  of  great 

prestige , 


1  -  Macaulay,     Pli story  of  England,  117. 

2  -  Pell,     A  Brief  Collection,  etc.,  2. 
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B.     Her  Search  for  Religious  Reality 


Judge  Pell  and  his  wife  kept  open  house  at 
Swarthmore  Hall,  a  fine  old  Elizabethan  manor  house, 
extending  their  hospitality  to  friend  and  stranger, 
especially  to  travelling  clergymen. 

Because  of  their  bountifu].  income,  they 
could  afford  to  practice  hospitality  on  a  noble 
scale,  and  their  house  seems  to  have  been  frequented  by 
persons  of  various  classes  and  interests,   strangers  as 
well  as  personal  friends. 

It  was  the  custom  during  this  time  in  Eng- 
land for  "lecturing  ministers"  to  visit  the  various 
cities  and  parishes,  talking  to  the  people  on  matters 
of  religion.      Mrs.  Pell  seems  to  have  been  much  inter- 
ested in  hearing  these  ministers , always  attending  their 
lectures  at  the  parish  church  and  frequently  entertain- 
ing them  in  her  home,  v^here  they  had  religious  exer- 
cises with  the  family.       She  says,   "This  I  hoped  I  did 
well  in,  but  often  feared  I  was  short  of  the  right  way; 
and  after  this  manner  I  was  inouiring  and  seeking  about 
twenty  years."! 

Apparently,  though  she  was  diligent  in  her 
attendance  at  Ulverston  Church,  v/hich  the  Pell  family 


1  -  Pell,     A  Brief  Collection,   etc.,  2. 
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attended.,   she  had  not  found  satisfaction  and  reality 
there.       Her  soul  was  still  athirst,  but  she  wearied  not 
in  her  search,  believing  that  her  greatest  desire  could 
not  go  unsatisfied.       After  these  tv/enty  years  of  seek- 
ing and  waiting,   she  was  at  last  to  receive  the  message 
which  should  bring  her  joy  and  satisfaction,  and  this 
message  was  to  come  through  George  Pox,  v/ho  made  his 
first  visit  to  Swarthrriore  in  the  winter  of  1652. 

C .       Conversion  Experience 

On  the  day  in  which  Pox  camie  to  Swarthmore, 
Mrs.  Pell  was  away,  and  at  night  when  she  came  home,  her 
children  told  her  that  Mr.  Lampitt,  the  parish  minister, 
and  Mr.  Pox  had  met  there  that  day,  and  had  talked  to- 
gether, but  had  disagreed  on  matters  of  religion.  This 
troubled  her  very  much,   and  she  was  anxious  to  hear  what 
the  "lecturing  minister"  had  to  say.       That  night  Mrs. 
Pell  and  Mr.  Pox  talked  together,  and  on  the  next  day 
Lampitt  came  again  to  Svmrthmore  H^ll,  where  he  and  Pox 
and.  Mrs.  Pell  had  much  discourse.       During  this  dis- 
course of  several  hours,  Mrs.  Pell  v/as  partially  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  which  Pox  expounded  in  his  conver- 
sation and  discussion.       Her  heart  and  mind  gave  assent 
to  what  he  was  saying,  s 


The  following  day  being  a  fast-day,  Mrs.  Pell 
asked  Mr,  Pox  to  go  with  her  to  the  steeple-house  at 
Ulverston,  but  he  replied  that  he  must  do  as  he  was 
ordered  of  the  Lord;   so  he  left  her  and  walked  into  the 
fields,  entering  the  church  just  after  the  singing  had 
finished . 

'ATfien  he  came  in  he  asked  if  he  might  speak,  and- 
the  minister  said  that  he  could.       Pox  then  proclaimed 
his  message  of  truth,   saying  in  part  that  Christ  was 
the  light  of  the  \^^orld,  and  that  each  individual  could 
have  this  light  in  his  or  her  heart  whereby  his  life 
might  be  guided.       Pox's  message  seems  to  have  been  so 
powerful  that  som.e  v/ere  made  very  angry,  v/hile  others 
vmre  convinced  of  the  truth  which  he  was  speaking.  A 
magistrate  tried  to  stop  him  speaking,  but  Mrs,  Pell 
said  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  continue,  as  others 
were  allov/ed  to  do,  and  the  v/ords  of  Judge  Pell's  wife 
were  obeyed. 

During  the  service  that  morning,  Margaret 
Pell  was  convinced  beyond  all  doubt  that  Pox  v/as  a  true 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  that  his  message  v/as  one 
bringing  light  and  truth.       She  felt  that  before  this 
the  Scriptures  had  been  only  v/ords  to  them,  but  nov/  they 
took  on  life.       Shr  cried  within  her  sou?    ,   "V/e  are  all 
theirs;  we  are  all  theirs;  v/e  have  taken  the  Scriptures 
in  words  and  knov/  nothing  of  them  in  our  selves . 


1  -  Life  of  Margaret  Pox,  9. 
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Thus  Margaret  Pell  and  her  children  returned 
home  that  morning,   converted  to  Pox's  doctrine.  That 
night  Mr.  Pox  again  accepted  their  hospitality,  and  be- 
fore retiring  spoke  to  the  servants  and  these,   too,  vrere 
generally  convinced.       But  there  v/as  mingled  with  the 
great  joy  of  Mrs.  Pox,  a  little  sadness,  for  her  hus- 
band was  absent  from  home  on  a  few  v/eeks  '  gourney,  and 
she  wanted  to  share  with  him  this  experience.  She 
wondered,   too,  hov;  he  v^ould  receive  the  nev;s  of  all  that 
had  happened.       Above  all,   she  could  not  deny  the  truth 
she  had  received. 

D.       Meeting  of  George  Fox  and  Judge  Pell 

About  three  v/eeks  after  Pox  had  paid  his  first 
visit  to  Swarthmore,   Judge  Pell  returned  from  circuit, 
but  before  he  reached  his  home,   some  of  the  neighbors 
had  gone  to  meet  him  to  inform  him  of  George  Pox's  visit 
there  and  of  the  conversion  of  his  wife,   family  and  ser- 
vants to  the  truths  which  George  Pox  declared.  Judge 
Pell  seemed  much  t;roubled  even  after  talking  with  his 
wife  when  he  arrived  home,  but  she  persuaded  him  that  he 
should  not  grow  anxious  until  he  had  talked  with  Pox  him- 
self, vrho  would  return  that  evening,  and  so,  sitting 
down  to  his  dinner  which  was  waiting  for  him,  he  grew 
moderate  and  quiet. 


c 


That  night  after  supper,  George  Pox  came  and 


Judge  Pell  received  him  cordially.       There  before  Judge 
and  Mrs.  Pell,   the  family,   Jam.es  Naylor  and  Richard  Pain- 
sworth,  f ellov;-companions  of  Pox,  Mr.  Pox  again  pro- 
claimed the  truth  which  iv:rs.  Fell  had  received,  aeorge 
Fox  speaks  as  follows  of  his  return  to  Swarthmore  on 
that  evening: 

"l  found  the  priests  and  professors  and 
Justice  Sawrey  had  m.uch  incensed  Judge 
Pell  and  Captain  Sands  against  the  truth 
by  their  lies;   I  answered  all  his  objec- 
tions and  so  thoroughly  satisfied  him  by 
the  Scriptures,  that  he  was  convinced  in 
his  judgment.       After  we  had  discoursed 
a  pretty  while  together,  he  was  satisfied 
and  came  to  see,  by  the  openings  of  the 
spirit  of  (rOd  in  his  heart,  over  all 
priests  and  teachers  in t he  world,  and 
did  not  go  to  hear  them  for  some  years 
before  he  died,  for  he  knew  it  was  the 
truth  I  declared  and  that  Christ  was  the 
teacher  of  the  people  and  their  baviour,' 


Although  Judge  Pell  never  openly  united  v/ith 
the  Friends  or  attended  their  meetings,  he  was  favorable 
to  their  viev/s,  and  generally  sat  in  an  adjoining  room 
when  their  services  of  worship  v/ere  held  at  Sv/arthmore 
Hall,       He  generously  offered  them  his  house  for  a  place 
in  which  to  hold  their  meetings  and  their  first  meeting 
in  the  purness  district,  was  held  there.       They  contin- 
ued to  hold  meetings  at  Swarthmore  fromi  1552  to  1690. 


1  -  The  Journal  of  George  Fox,  69. 
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The  room  used  for  this  purpose  was  the  large  hall  on  the 
ground  floor,  at  the  end  of  which  was  a  bay  vlndow  from 
v/hich  George  Fox  often  preached  to  the  people  assembled 
in  the  adjoining  orchard,  when  they  v;ere  unable,  from 
their  numbers,   to  meet  within. 

As  the  fame  of  George  Fox's  doctrine  spread, 
larger  crowds  assem.bled  to  hear  him  when  he  visited 
Swarthmore.       'l.'he  following  rather  interesting  and  de- 
lightful tale  is  told  of  a  conversation  between  Judge 
Fell  and  his  trusting  wife. 

"One  time  upon  returning  home.   Judge  Fell, 
finding  his  stables  filled  with  the  horses 
of  these  strange  guests,   complained  to 
his  wife  of  the  large  accession  of  new 
comers,   saying,  if  this  continued,  they 
would  soon  be  eaten  out  and  have  no  pro- 
vender left  for  themselves,       to  this  she 
pleasantly  replied,  that  charity  doth  not 
impoverish;   and  notwithstanding  all  this 
extra  consumption,  she  fullj^  believed  that, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  v/ould  have  no 
cause  to  regret  their  hospitality.  And 
so  it  proved,   for  the  same  year  the  crop 
of  hay  was  so  abundant,  that  they  had  not 
only  plenty  for  themselves,  but  a  large 
surplus  to  sell."l 


Sv^arthmore  Hall  became  a  great  center  for 
the  society  of  Friends,  and  wielded  a  powerful  influ- 
ence on  those  v/ho  came  within  its  sphere.       Several  of 
the  members  of  the  household  became  preachers  in  word 
and  conversation,  and  their  fame  as  an  honored  and 


1  -  Life  of  Margaret  Fox,  15. 
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righteous  family  spread,  not  only  among  friends,  but 
throughout  the  nation, 

E.       Death  of  Judge  Fell 

The  death  of  Judge  Pell  occurred  in  1658,  in 
his  sixtieth  year  and  by  his  death  the  Friends  experi- 
enced a  great  loss,     lie  was  considered  a  very  v/ise  and 
just  man  by  his  contemporaries,  and  though  he  never 
joined  the  Friends'  Society,  yet  he  was     an  unestimable 
aid  to  them  through  his  means  and  influence. 

"in  the  exercise  of  his  legal  authority, 
he  was  able  to  keep  his  xvife's  friends 
out  of  many  an  unpleasant  scrape.  When 
a  mob  fell  upon  the  Quakers  and  manhandled 
them  unmercifully,  it  v/as  customary  to  fine 
and  imprison  the  victims  for  starting  a 
riot;   this  never  happened  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Justice  Fell  without  effective 
action  on  his  part."l 

He  never  hesitated  to  administer  justice  v/here  justice 

v^as  due  and  vms  continually  aiding  the  ^'riends  in  this 

way . 

Justice  and  toleration  may  be  said  to  have 
been  the  two  outstanding  traits  of  Judge  Fell's  char- 
acter,  and  his  toleration  v/as  not  due  to  indifference, 
but  arose  from  his  belief  in  liberty  of  conscience. 


1  -  Barclay,     Life  of  the  Religious  Societies  of  the 
C ornmo nwe alt h ,  245. 
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Though  he  was  greatly  in  s^niipathy  v/ith  the  Friends,  he 
remained  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  throughout 
his  life. 

Besides  his  v/ife,  he  left  seven  daughters  and 
one  son,  and  for  them  he  left  a  large  estate. 
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WORK  OP  MARGARET  FELL 
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WORK  OP  IviARGARET  PELL 


A.       At  Swarthmore 

As  stated  earlier,  within  a  very  short  time 
after  Margaret  Pell's  conversion,   Sv/arthmore  flail  be- 
came the  headquarters  for  the  oociety  of  Friends,  and 
Margaret  Fell  may  be  said  to  have  been  its  general 
secretary.       She  worked  untiringly,  not  onlj  in  extending 
hospitality  to  many  Friends  and  preachers,  but  also  in 
keeping  in  touch  by  correspondence  with  all  the  nev/ly 
formed  societies,  and  Friends  and  their  families,  who 
were  suffering  from  persecution  and  imprisonment. 
Oftentimes  Friends  would  seek  shelter  at  av/arthmore 
from,  these  persecutions,  knowing  that  here  they  v.^ould 
find  aid  and  comfort  and  encouragem.ent . 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  Friends,  there 
was  organized  a  band  of  preachers,  probably  about  sixty 
who  went  forth  from  csv/arthmore  Hall  to  spread  their  doc- 
trines, and  here,   too,   they  retired,  when  opportunity 
was  given  for  rest  and  strength  and  comfort.       Fox  seemed 
to  have  received  great  encouragement  from  his  experiences 
at  Sv/arthraore  Hall,   and  his  friendship  and  companionship 
with  Margaret  Fell  proved  to  be  a  life-long  source  of 
inspiration  and  aid  to  him. 

As  the  early  Friends'  preachers  would  not  preach 
for  a  wage,   they  v/ere  dependent  financially  on  the  volun- 
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tary  contributions  of  Friends,  and  others.       These  oolloc- 
tions  were  sent  to  Margaret  Fell,  and  the  funds  were  dis- 
persed from  ovmrthmore  Hall  for  the  preachers,  suffering 
and  needy  Friends  and  for  printed  material  promulgating 
their  viev/s  of  Christian  truth.       Besides  her  services 
in  ways  spoken  of,  Margaret  Fell  gave  generously  of  her 
financial  means,  and  reinforced  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

The  uncompromising  sincerity  of  the  Quakers 
anr\  their  militant  attitude  tov/ards  the  dominant  Puritan 
sects  made  them  a  disturbing  element  in  the  commonv/ealth, 
and  the  authorities  looked  on  them,  with  disfavor.  Even 
a  proclamation  of  religious  freedom  which  appeared  in 
Uromwell's  rule,  laments  the  rude  and  unchristian  dis- 
turbance of  ministers,  practiced  contrary  to  just  liberty, 
by  divers  men  lately  risen  up  under  the  name  of  Quakers, 
Puritans  and  others.       The  proclam.ation  strictly  re- 
auires 

"That  they  forbear  henceforth  all  irregular 
and  disorderly  practices;  and  if,   in  con- 
tempt thereof,  any  persons  shall  presume 
to  offend,  we  shall  esteem  them  disturbers 
of  the  civil  peace  and  shall  expect  and 
do  require  all  officers  and  ministers  of 
justice  to  proceed  against  them  accordingly . 

The  Ouakers  were  often  falsely  accused  of  causing  riots, 

and  plotting  against  the  government.       Alsc  their  refusal 

to  take  oaths,  to  pay  tithes,   and  to  obey  lav/s  deem.ed  by 

them  ininuitous,  brought  them  into  constant  conflict  with 


1  -  Braithwaite,  V/.C,     Beginnings  of  Quakerism,  180-181. 
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the  authorities.     Ho^-ever,  they  took  no  active  part 
against  the  f':overnjT!ent ,  but  s-ubmitterl  themselves  to 
royal  authority,  believing  that  active  resistance  was 
not  justified.       Fiacaulay  in  writing  about  the  reign  of 
James  II  says  that  "no  libel  on  the  government  had  ever 
been  traced  to  a  Quaker.     In  no  conspiracy  against  the 
governinent  had  a  Quaker  been  implicated ....  rather  they 
were  far  removed  from  political  strife", ^     However,  they 
seemed  to  be  the  target  for  lesser  county  officials  and 
upon  any  pretense  these  officials  would  bring  the  Friends 
to  trial,  and  then  convict  them  for  refusing  to  take  the 
uath  of  Supremacy  when  reauired  to  do  so.       This  they 
would  not  do  because  they  said  that  Jesus  forbade  us 
to  swear  at  all,  ani  so  they  let  their  speech  be  yea  and 
nay. 

Margaret  Pell  felt  called  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  persecuted, and  so  she  wrote  to  those  in  power 
explaining  the  principles  of  the  Friends  and  told  the 
rulers  that  the  righteous  judgment  of  the  Lord  v;ould 
be  against  such,  who  vrere  persecuting  others  for  con- 
science sake.     Tv/o  such  letters  she  wrote  to  Cromwell 
in  1655,  and  a  third  one  followed  in  1658.     In  this 
she  asked  that  tliese  unjustly  imprisoned  might  be  liber- 
ated,  and  stated  that  the  Friends  were  continuously  being 


1  -  Macaulay,  149. 
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driven  from  their  pi;., ces  of  worship  and  cast  into 
prison.     But     evidently  these  letters  had  rone  un- 
heeded," for  in  1657  she  wrote  again.       In  this  she 
stated  the  continued  oppression,  and  also  that  numbers 
were  dying  in  jjrison.       She  reminded  the  Protector  that 
God  is  .lust  and  vaii  not  be  mocked,   and  prayed  that  lie 
might  more  justly  discharge  his  duty.       But  even  this 
pleading  brought  no  relief  to  the  Friends.  Gromvrell 
him.self  did  not  openly  disturb  the  Quakers  on  account 
of  their  religious  opinions  and  practices,  jet  those 
who  acted  under  his  authority  grievously  persecuted 
them,   and  he  gave  little  or  no  check  to  their  intoler- 
ance,  although  he  had  the  power  and  was  repeatedly  and 
earnestly  solicitef''  to  do  it.      Margaret  Pell  continued 
to  be  one  of  these  fearless  solicitors,   and  as  we  shall 
see,  her  courage  and  steadfastness  to  conscience, 
brought  her  into  continuous  conflict  with  authorities 
of  the  State. 

Within  two  years  after  the  death  of  Judge 
Pell,    (1658),  the  authorities  decided  that  Mrs.  Pell 
should  have  no  more  prayer  meetings  in  her  house,  and 
soldiers  v/ere  sent  to  put  an  end  to  them.       In  the 
year  1660,  Pox  v/as  making  a  visit  at  Sv/arthrnore  Hall 
where  four  con-tables  came  one  evening  under  the  pre- 
tense of  searching  for  arms,-  but  when  they  found  Pox 
there,   they  immediately  took  him  away  and  put  him  in 


Lancaster  prison.      Margaret  Fell  considered  the  act  a 

violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  published 

the  following;  proclamation  (date  not  p;iven)  : 

"To  all  Magistrates,   concerning  the  wrong 
taking  up  and.  imprisoning  George  Fox  at 
Lancaster: 

I  do  inform  the  governors  of  this  nation, 
that  Henry  Porter,  Mayor  of  Lancaster, 
sent  a  warrant  with  four  constables  to 
my  house,  for  which  he  had  no  authority 
to  order.       They  searched  ny  house,  and 
apprehended  George  Fox  in  it,  v/ho  was 
not  guilty  of  the  breach  of  any  law,  or 
of  any  offence  against  any  in  the  nation. 
And  they  had  him  taken  before  the  said 
Henry  Porter,  there  was  bail  offered,  what 
he  would  demand  for  his  appearance,  to 
ansvrer  what  could  be  laid  to  his  charge; 
but  he   (contrary  to  law,   if  he  had  taken 
him  lawfully)  denied  to  accept  of  any 
bail,   and  clapt  him  up  in  close  prison. 
After  he  was  in  prison  a  copy  of  the 
mittimus  was  demanded,  and  which  ought 
not  to  be  denied  to  any  prisoner,  that 
so  he  may  see  v;hat  is  laid  to  his  charge, 
but  it  was  denied  him,  a  copy  he  could 
not  have,  only  they  were  suffered  to  read 
it  over,  and  every  thing  there  charged 
against  him  was  utterly  false;  he  was 
not  guilty  of  any  one  charge  in  it,  as 
will  be  proved,  and  manifested  to  the 
nation.       So  let  the  governors  consider 
it.       I  am  concerned  in  this  thing,  in- 
as  much  as  he  was  apprehended  in  my 
house;  and  if  he  be  guilty,   I  am  so  too. 
So  I  desire  to  have  this  searched  out." 

Margaret  Fell.l 
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B.       Religious  Journeys 


In  1660,  Lirs.  Fell  made  her  first  journey  to 
London  on  behalf  of  the  Friends.       This  visit  she  de- 
scribes in  her  narrative  in  the  followint.;  -^ords: 


"in  the  year  1660,  King  Charles  the  Second 
came  into  England,  and  within  tv;o  v/eeks 
after,   I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  go  to 
London,   to  speak  to  the  King  concerning 
the  truth,  and  the  sLifferers  for  it,  for 
there  were  then  many  hundreds  of  our 
Friends  in  prison  in  the  three  nations 
of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  which 
were  put  in  by  former  pov;ers.       I  spake 
often  to  the  King,  and  wrote  many  papers 
and  letters  unto  him,  and  many  books 
were  given  by  our  Friends  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  great  service  was  done  at  that 
time.       And  they  were  fully  informed  of 
our  peaceable  principles  and  practices. 
I  staid  in  London  at  that  time  one  year 
and  three  m.onths ,  doing  service  for  the 
Lord,   in  visiting  Friends'  meetings,  and 
giving  papers  and  letters  to  the  King 
and  council,  whenever  there  was  occasion. 
And  I  wrote  and  gave  papers  and  letters 
to  every  one  of  the  family  several  times, 
viz.,  to  the  King,  to  the  Dukes  of  York 
and  Gloucester,   and  to  the  Queen  mother, 
the  Princess  of  Orange,  and  to  the  Queen 
of  Bohemia.       I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to 
visit  them  all,  and  to  write  unto  them,  and 
did  give  them  many  books  and  papers,  and 
did  lay  our  principles  and  doctrines  be- 
fore them,  and  desired  that  they  let  us 
have  discourse  with  their  priests,  preach- 
ers and  teachers,  and  if  they  could  prove 
us  erroneous,  then  let  them  manifest  it; 
but  if  our  principles  and  doctrines  be 
found  according  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
and  the  Apostles  and  saints  in  primitive 
times,  then  let  us  have  our  liberty.  But 
we  could  never  get  any  of  them  to  meet  with 
our  Friends.       Nevertheless  they  were  very 
quiet,   and  yre  had  great  liberty,   and  had 
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our  meetings  very  peaceably  for  the  first 
half  year  after  the  King  came  in,  until 
the  fifth  Monarchy  men  raised  an  insurrec- 
tion and  tumult  in  the  City  of  London, 
and  then  all  our  meetings  were  disturbed, 
and.  Friends  taken  up;  which  if  they  had 
not  been,  we  were  informed  the  King  had 
intended  to  have  given  us  our  liberty. 
For  at  that  very  time,   there  was  an  or- 
der signed  by  the  King  and  council  for 
the  Quaker's  liberty,  and  just  v/hen  it 
should  have  gone  to  press,   the  Fifty 
Monarchy  men  arose,  and  then  our  Friends 
were  very  hardly  used,  and  taken  up  at 
their  meetings  generally,  even  until 
many  prisons  throughout  the  nation  were 
filled  with  them.      Many  a  time  did  I 
go  to  the  King  about  them,  who  promised 
me  always  that  they  should  be  set  at 
liberty;  we  had  several  in  the  council 
friendly  to  us,  and  we  gave  many  papers 
to  them.,  and  with  much  ado,  and  attend- 
ance at  that  time,  about  a  quarter  of  a 
year  after  their  first  taking  Friends  to 
prison,  a  general  proclamation  from  the 
King  and  council  was  granted,  for  setting 
the  Quakers  at  liberty.       Then  I  had 
freedom  in  spirit  to  return  home  to  visit 
my  children  and  family  v/hidi    I  had  been 
from  fifteen  m-onths."l 


On  this  same  visit  she,  with  the  help  of  a 
lady  friend,  gained  permission  to  have  Fox  removed  to 
London  where  he  v/as  brought  before  the  court  of  the 
King's  bench,  but  no  accuser  appearing  to  criminate 
him,  he  was  honorably  discharged  after  an  imprisonment 
of  twenty  weeks. 

Margaret  Fell  was  not  happy  in  leaving  her 
family  to  go  on  such  missions,  but  such  things  she  was 
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doing  on  behalf  of  the  Lord's  oppressed  people,   and  she 


promised  to  return  home  as  "soon  as  the  Lord  pleased  to 
clear  her  from  her  lon^'  and  laborious  attending,  on  be- 
half of  His  people".       The  follovring  is  a  letter  v/ritten 
from  London  v.^hile  there  particularly  on  behalf  of  George 
Pox: 

"London,  October  25,  1660. 

My  dearly  beloved  lambs  and  babes  -- 
My  love  is  to  you  all;   and  my  prayer 
to  the  Lord  is  for  you  all,  that  in 
His  arm  and  power  you  may  be  kept  in 
the  bosom  of  His  love,  there  to  be  nursed 
and  cherished  up  to  eternal  life,  George 
Pox  is  now  freed,  blessed  by  the  Lord  God 
whose  arm  and  power  alone  hath  done  it 
--  after  he  had  appeared  before  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  England  in  his  chamber; 
and  the  next  day  he  appeared  before  them 
all  in  court,   in  the  King's  bench;   and  all 
this  after  the  King  had  granted  an  order 
to  set  him  free;  but  they  would  not  set 
him  free  till  he  had  appeared  in  all  these 
places,  to  se9  if  i:ny  thing  would  coine 
again  si-  '^'iir:.     It  v/as  of  great  service  for 
the  truth, 

I  cannot  write  at  present  punctually  the 
time  of  my  return,  for  x  do  feel  that  ± 
am  not  yet  clear  of  this  place;  but  do 
still  v/ait  for  the  Lord's  will  and  plea- 
sure, and  in  his  time  to  be  manifested 
to  me;  and  may  you  rest  satisfied  in 
that,  for  there  is  everlasting  pease, 
and  there  you  v/ill  enjoy  me,       1  do  not 
knov^  how  suddenly  the  Lord  may  give  me 
my  freedom  to  com.e  hom.e;  but  when  it  its, 
I  shall  embrace  it  lovingly.       Let  me 
hear  of  the  little  ones,  how  it  is  with 
them  all  (  you  mention  little  of  them 
when  you  write);  and  my  desire  is  to 
hear  pf  you  all,  and  of  your  \7ell  being 
in  the  Lord,       It  may  be  that  you  have 
heard  ere  this,  that  James  Kaylor  hath 
finished  his  natural  life,  and  hath  laid 
his  body  of  earth  about  threescore  m.iles 
off  London, 
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So  no  more,  hut  my  love  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  is  v/ith  ^^-ou;   and  as  soon  as  the 
Lord  gives  me  leave,   I  shall  return. 
The  eternal  arm  of  the  Almighty  be 
with  you.  M.P."1 


After  this  sojourn  in  London,  lirs.  Fell  had 
been  home  about  nine  months  when  she  "v/-as  moved  of  the 
Lord  to  go  to  London  again,  not  knov;ing  what  might  be 
the  matter  of  business  tliat  she  should  go  for".  V/lien 
she  arrived  in  London,  she  found  that  the  Friends' 
meetings 

"were  much  troubled  v/ith  soldier, 
pulling  Friends  out  of  their  meetings  , 
and  beating  them  with  their  muskets 
and  swords;   insomuch  that  several  were 
wounded  and.  bruised  by  them;  and  many 
-"-^ere  cast  into  prison,   through  which 
many  lost  their  lives,  and  all  this 
being  done  to  a  peaceable  people,  only 
for  vjorshipping  (rOd,   as  they  in  con- 
science were  persuaded.  "'^ 

She  vrent  again  to  see  the  King,  who  promised  her  aid, 

and  also  proFiised  to  set  those  at  lib^^rty  who  vere  then 

in  prison.       After  staying  four  months  in  and  about 

London,  she  returned  to  her  family  oncemDre,  happy  in 

the  promise  of  the  King.       But  she  had  been  home  only 

a  short  time  when  the  persecutions  were  renev/ed  because 

the  Friends  continued  to  hold  meetings  for  worship,  and 

refu.sed  to  take  oaths.       The  follov/ing  is  a  part  of  a 
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letter  v/hich  she  delivered  to  King  Charles  the  Second 
at  Hampton  Court: 


"King  Charles        Often  has  the  desire 
of  my  heart  "been  to  God  for  thee,  that 
thou  mightest  be  preserved  out  of  per- 
secuting the  saints  and  people  of  God, 
who  hath  been  gracious  and  long-suffer- 
ing, v/hilst  moderation  hath  in  some  mea- 
sure been  kept  to  tender  consciences; 
and  certainly  that  promise  that  thou 
mad'st  in  true  simplicity,   as  I  do  be- 
lieve, was  then  in  thy  heart,  that  thou 
wouldst  give  liberty  to  tender  consciences, 
I  am  assured  it  is  upon  record  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord  God;   and  thou  are  bound 
unto  Him  in  thy  conscience  to  perform. 
And  therefore  is  my  heart  affected  with 
the  danger  that  thou  incurrest;  seeing 
merciless  men  are  set  to  work  to  come  into 
the  eetings  of  God's  peoole,  with  sv.-ords 
pistols  and  muskets,  as  if  it  v/ere  against 
thieves  or  open  professed  enemies.       It  is 
strongly  on  my  heart  once  more  to  give  thee 
vrarning  to  take  care  of  these  things,  to 
take  a  little  viev/  of  them,  betimes  before 
it  is  too  late.      You  have  m.ade  an  act 
against  us,   for  what  cause  the  Lord  knows, 
we  being  harm.less  and  innocent,  and  tender 
towards  you,  although  our  sufferings  have 
been  great;  but  since  you  have  made  a  lav;, 
it  is  unreasonable  you  should  exceed  it 
in  severity.       These  things,  with  m.any 
ijiore,  are  laid  upon  me  from  tne  Lord  to 
lay  before  thee,  v/ho  hath  put  pov/er  in  thy 
hand  to  see  righteousness  and  equity  acted 
in  the  kingdom; that  you  may  not  provoke 
the  Lord  is  the  desire  of  my  heart,  who 
am  a  true  and  faithful  lower  of  thy  sduI."! 


Despite  these  protestations  of  Margaret  Pell's 
this  period  saw  the  most  -wholesale  of  all  the  imprison- 
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merits  of  unoffending  Quakers,       The  tolerance  of  Charles 
gave  way  to  the  narrow  bigotry  of  a  Cavalier  Parliament. 
Between  1650  and  1689,   fourteen  thousand  of  them  v;ere 
fined  and  imprisonerl,   and  three  hundred  sixty-nine, 
including  the  majority  of  the  first  preachers,  died 
in  jail,  not  to  mention  cruel  mockings,  buffettings, 
scourgings,   and  afflictions  innumferable . ^       ihough  they 
had  hoped  for  liberation  at  the  hand  of  Charles,  the 
Quakers  did  no  u  receive  it.       If  he  '^^ished  to  be  toler- 
ant he  dare  not  be  because  of  his  ministers  who  wished 
to  enforce  the  lav;,  excluding  all  forms  of  worship  ex- 
cept the  Anglican. 

Mrrgaret  Pell  saw  again  that  despite  her 
pleadings  and  efforts,   she  could  onl:    return  home,  con- 
tinuing her  courage,   and  relieving  as  best  she  could 
these  v.'ho  were  suffering  for  conscience'  sake. 

In  "'  he  year  1663,  and  in  the  company  of  one 
of  her  daughters,  Mrs,  Fell  made  a  journey  visiting 
friends  in  Somersetshire,  Devonshire  and  Dorsetshire 
to  Bristol,   and  from  there  to  Workshire  into  Northumber- 
land and  \¥e stmor eland .      While  on  this  journey  they  met 
George  Pox,  v;ho  accompanied  them  home.       Soon  after 
their  arrival  at  Svmrthmore,  Fox  was  arrested  and  com- 
m-itted  to  Lancaster  castle. 


1  -  Schof f-iierzog.     Encyclopedia  of  Religious  Knowledge 
IV,   "Society  of  Friends",  394. 
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C .       Her  Arrest  and  Imprisonment 


About  a  month  later,  I.'argaret  Pell  herself 
"ras  arrested,   and  ordered  by  the  same  justice  vrho  had 
arrested  Fox,  to  com.e  to  Ulverston.       she  says: 


"When  I  Cffm.e  there  they  asked  me  several 
nuestions,  and  seemed  to  be  offended  at 
me  for  keeping  a  meeting  at  my  house, 
and  said  they  would,  tender  me  the  oath 
of  allegiance.       I  answered  they  knew  I 
could  not  swear,   and  v/hy  should  they  send 
for  me  from  my  own  house,  where  I  v/as 
about  my  lawful  occasions,   to  ensnare 
m.e-r    What  had  I  done?      They  said  if  I 
would  not  keep  meetings  at  my  house, 
they  would  not  tender  me  the  oath.  I 
told  them  I  should  not  deny  my  faith  and 
principles  for  anything  they  could  do 
unto  me;  and  whilst  it  pleased  the  Lord 
to  let  me  have  a  home,   I  ^^ould  endeavor 
to  v^orship  him  in  it.     so  they  caused 
the  oath  to  be  read,   and  tendered  it  unto 
me;   and.  I  refused  it,  telling  them,   I  could 
not  take  any  oath  for  conscience  sake, 
Ohrist  Jesus  having  forbid  it.     They  then 
made  a  mittimus  and  committed  me  prisoner 
to  Lancaster  Castle,  and  there  George  Pox 
and  I  remained  in  prison  until  the  next 
assizes;   and  then  they  indicted  us  upon 
the  statute  for  denying  the  oath  of 
allegiance;  for  they  tendered  it  us  both 
again  at  the  next  assizes;  but  they  said 
to  me,   if  I  v/ould  not  keep  a  meeting  at 
my  house,   I  should  be  set  at  liberty. 
But  I  answered  the  judge  that  1  rather 
chose  a  prison  for  obej^-ing  God,   than  my 
liberty  for  obeying  men  contrary  to  my 
conscience.     c>o  we  were  called  several 
tim.es  before  them,  at  that  assizes,  and 
the  indictments  v/ere  found  against  us. 
The  next  assizes  we  came  to  trial,  and 
George  Pox's  indictment  v/as  found  to  be 
dated  wrong,  both  in  the  day  of  the  month, 
and  in  the  year  of  the  King's  reign,  so 
that  it  was  quashed;  but  mine  they  would 
not  allow  the  errors  that  v/ere  found  in 


it  to  make  it  void,  although  there  were 
several;   so  they  passed  the  sentence 
of  premunire  -upon  me,  which  v/as,  that 
I  should  be  cut  out  of  the  King's  pro- 
tection, and  forfeit  all  my  estate, 
real  and  personal,   to  the  King,  and 
be  imprisoned  for  life.       But  the  great 
God  of  heaven  and  earth  so  supported  my 
spirit  under  this  severe  sentence,  that 
I  was  not  terrified,  but  gave  this  ansver 
to  Judge  Turner,  vho  gave  this  sentence, 
although  I  am  out  of  the  King's  protec- 
tion, yet  I  am  not  out  of  the  protection 
of  Almighty  God:   so  there  I  remained  in 
prison  twenty  months,  before  I  could  get 
so  much  favour  of  the  sheriff,  as  to  go 
to  my  ovm  house;  which  then  I  did  for  a 
little  time,   and  t?eturned  to  prison 
■again. 


The  above- Quotation  shows  the  courage  of 
Margaret  Pell  and  the  suffering  she  v/as  willing  to  en- 
dure rather  than  betray  her  conrcience.     For  a  woman 
of  culture,  prestige  and  comfort  to  spend  tv/snty  months 
in  jail  was  a  great  sacrifice,   and  shows  her  religion 
to  have  been  a  very  real  and  potent  part  of  her  life. 
If  gave  her  courage  not  only  to  appear  before  the  court 
for  the  sake  of  truth,  but  to  endure  physical  suffering 
almost  at  the  cost  of  h^^r  life. 

Her  arrest,  as  related,  ^''as  made  because  she 
hel'^  religious  meetings  in  her  home,  anr^  for  refusing  to 
take  the  oat''  of  allegiance,  but  in  doing  tliis,   she  was 
obeying  a  higher  authority  for  her  than  these  laws  of 
her  country/,  which  had  been  raade  against  Dissenters, 
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and.  her  loynlty  and  courage  was  to  help  make  possible 
freedom  of  worship. 

The  "i/riter  considers  the  following:'  r'uotation 
one  of  the  greatest  passp.c^es  slie  ever  wrote  o;'*  nooke; 


"l  am  here  this  day  upon  the  account  of 
my  conscience,  and  not  for  any  evil,  or 
wrong  done  to  any  man,  but  for  obeying 
Clirist's  doctrine  and  commands,  who  hath 
said  in  the  Scriptures:    'Thet  God  is  a 
spirit,   and  that  His  y/orship  is  in  spirit 
and  in  truth*:  and.  .for  keeping  meetings 
in  the  unity  of  this  spirit.       Nov/  you 
profess  yourselves  to  be  Christians,  and 
you  own  the  ocriptures'  to  be  true;  and 
for  the  obe^Hence  of  the  plain  words  of 
bcrinture,  and  for  the  testimony  of  my 
conscience,  am  I  here, 

I  say  this  to  the  oath,   as  I  have  said  in 
this  place  before  now,  Christ  Jesus  has 
commanded  me  not  to  sv;ear  at  all,  and 
that  is  the  only  cause  and  no  other;  the 
righteous  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth  knows, 
before  v/hoee  throne  of  justice  you  must  all 
appear  one  da^  ;   and  h'ls  eye  sees  us  all,  and 
beholds  us  at  this  present  time,  and  hears 
and  sees  all  our  words  and  actions;  and 
therefore  every  one  ought  to  be  serious; 
for  the  place  of  judgment  is  v/eighty. 
And  this  I  do  testify  to  you  here,  where 
the  jjord's  eye  beholds  us  all,  that  for  the 
matter  of  substance  of  the  oath,  and  the 
end  for  which  it  was  intended,   I  do  ovm 
one  part  and  deny  the  other.     That  is  to 
say,  I  do  ov/n  truth,  and.  faithfulness, 
and  obedience  to  the  King,   in  all  his 
just  and  lawful  demands  and  commands.  I 
do  also  deny  all  plot  tings  and  con-crivings 
against  the  King,  and  all  Popish  suprem.acy 
and  conspiracy:     and  I  can  no  more  trans- 
gressa  gainst  King  Charles  in  these  things 
than  I  can  disobey  Christ  Jesus'  commands. 
And  by  the  same  power,  and  hj  virtue  of 
the  same  word,  7/hich  has  commanded  not  to 
swear  at  all,  the  same  doth  bind  me  in  my 
conscience,  t'at  I  can  neither  plot  nor 
contrive  against  the  King,  nor  do  him  nor 
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any  man  upon  the  earth  any  wrong;  and 
I  do  not  rieny  this  oath,  only  because 
it  is  the  oath  of  allef^iance;  but  I 
deny  it,  because  it  is  an  oath,  and 
because  Christ  Jesus  has  said,  Fwear 
not  at  all,  neither  by  heaven,  nor  by 
earth,  nor  any  other  oath;   anrl  If  I 
might  gain  the  whole  vrord  for  swearing 
of  an  oath,   I  could  not;   and  whatever 
I  hpve  to  lose  this  day,   for  not  sv^ear- 
ing,   I  am  ready  to  offer  up."l 


Though  great  effort  was  made  by  some  of  her 
friends  in  London  to  prevent  the  sentence  of  premunire 
being  passed  upon  her,   and  though  ?ier  children  applied 
to  the  King  in  her  behalf,  yet  all  of  this  was  of  no 
effect.       On  September  21,  1664,   the  sentence  of  pre- 
munire was  passed  against  her,  by  which  she  v/as  out- 
lawed,  condemned  to  imprisomient  for  life,  and  all  her 
property  confiscated.       She  v^ent  to  prison,  hov;ever, 
not  in  a  rebellious  spirit,  but  content  in  conscience 
and  willing  to  suffer  anything  for  the  sake  of  it,  A 
letter  written  v;hile  in  prison  to  her  son-in-law,  John 
Rouse,  and  his  wife,   is  expressive  of  her  spirit  and 
attitude  during  this  dreadful  experience.       The  letter 
is  dated  Decem.ber  1,   1664,   and  is  here  nuoted  in  part: 

"As  I  have  often  said  to  thee,  give  up 
to  be  crossed;  that  is  the  v/ay  to  please 
the  Lord,  and  to  follow  Iiim  in  His  own 
vTill  and  way,  vrhose  way  is  the  best. 
Let  nothing  enter  thy  mind  concerning 
anything  about  m.e,  for  I  am  v;ell  con-' 
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tented  in  the  v^ork  of  the  Lord.     I  know 
your  care  and     end  erne  ss  were  not  v/ant- 
ing  to  the  Friends;  and  so  be  all  sat- 
isfied in  the  v/ill  of  the  Lord  God.  I 
hope  in  the  Lord  t  hat  are  are  all  to- 
gether, ere  this  come  to  you.       Be  all 
satisfied  and  content  vith  the  will  of 
the  Lord;   and  let  neither  murmuring  nor 
repining  enter  any  of  your  minds;  and 
let  not  sorrow  fill  your  hearts,  for  we 
have  all  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord  ever- 
more, and  I  mo^it  of  p11. 

Margaret  Pell."l 


Attempts  viere  continuously  made  to  obtain  her 
release,  but  with  no  succesr.       Those  in  authority  seemed 
at  this  time  to  have  no  sympathy  for  tlie  Friends,  and  the 
clergy  of  the  counury  were  against  them.       The  hardships 
and  conditions  which  she  endured  there  were  fer  more 
than  her  al'^eged  offence  called  for,  but  even  during 
these  days,   she  considered  herself  less  than  the  other 
Friends,   some  of  whom  were  being  banished  from  the 
country.       This  banishment  she  keenly  felt  to  be  a 
great  injustice  and  while  in  prison  wrote  to  King 
Charles  concerning  it. 

The  greater  part  of  her  time  in  prison  Y;as 
spent  in  writing,  keeping  up  an  extensive  correspond- 
ence and  also  writing  some  doctrinal  expositions  of 
which  we  shall  speak  later.       It  v/as  not,  however, 
until  June,   1668,   after  an  imprisonment  of  over  four 
years  that  Margaret  Fell  was  set  at  libert;'  by  an  order 
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of  the  King  and  council.       The  roorn  in  vjhich  she  v;as 
kept  in  prison  was  called  and  is  yet  called  tlie  "Quaker ' 
Room"  because  so  many  Quakers  served  prison  terms  there 
at  different  times. 

Mrs.  Fell  came  out  of  prison  v/orn  in  body, 

having  been  exposed  to  the  cold,   rain,   and  smoke  of 
the  prison  cell.     But  she  was  a  brave  and  untirinr;  in 
soul  as  ever,  and  soon  after  her  release  from  prison, 
"she  was  moved  of  the  Lord"  to  make  a  .iourney  thxTOugh 
many  parts  of  England,  visiting  Friends  in  prison,  and 
their  families.       Out  of  her  recent  experience  she  was 
able  to  help  in  a  very  effective  and  sympathetic  v/ay 
those  who  were  suffering  in  the  same  cause. 


MARRIAGE  TO  GEORGE  POX 


MARRIAGE  TO  GEORGE  POX 


Having  spent  a  number  of  weeks  traveling 

among  friends,   she  returned  to  Bristol  to  stay  with 

her  daughter,   Isabel  Yeomans.       George  Pox  was  also  in 

Bristol,  having  just  returned  from  visiting  Priends  in 

Ireland.     "It  was  here",  Margaret  Pell  says,   "and  eleven 

years  after  my  form.er  husband's  decease,   that  he  (George 

Pox)  declared  his  intentions  of  marriage  with.  me."l  A 

fuller  account  of  the  marriage  and  proposed  marriage  is 

given  hj  h'ox  in  his  Journal: 

"l  had  seen  from  the  Lord  a  considerable 
time  before  that  I  should  take  Margaret 
Fell  to  be  my  wife.       And  when  I  first 
mentioned  it  to  her,   she  felt  the  an- 
swer of  life  from  God  thereunto.  But 
though  the  Lord  had  opened  this  thing 
to  me,  yet  I  had  not  received  a  command 
from  the  Lord  for  the  accomplishment  of 
it  then,  though,  some  people  had  long 
talked  of  it,  and  there  was  somtj  jumble 
in  some  minds  about  it.     Wherefore  I  let 
the  thing  rest,  but  nov^,  being  at  Bristol, 
and  finding  Margaret  Pell  there,   it  opened 
to  me  from  the  Lord  that  the  thing  should 
be  accomplished.       After  we  had  discoursed 
the  matter  together,   1  told  her  if  she 
also  was  satisfied  v-ith  the  accomplish- 
ing of  it  now,   she  should  first  senf  for 
her  children;  which  she  did.      When  her 
d alight ers  were  come,   I  asked  both  them 
and  her  sons-in-law  if  they  had  anything 
against  it,  or  for  it;   and  they  all  sev- 
erally expressed  their  satisfaction  therein 

  I  told  them  I  was  plain,  and  would 

have  all  things  done  plainly;  for  1  sought 
not  any  outward  advantage  to  myself.  So 
after  I  had  thus  acauainted  the  children 
with  it,  our  intention  of  marriage  v/as 
laid  before  Priends,  both  privately  and 
publicly,   to  their  full  satisfaction, 
 many  of  whom  gave  testimony  thereunto  


tha^:  if  was  of  Go(\,       Aftervrards,  a  ineeting 
being  appointed,  for  the  accomplishing 
thereof, in  the  public-meeting  house  at 
Broadmead  in  Bristol,  we  took  each  other, 
in  the  everlasting  covenant  and  immortal 
seed  of  life.       Then  v/as  a  certificate 
relating  both  to  the  proceedings  and  the 
marriage  openly  read,   and  signed  by  the 
relations,  and  by  most  of  the  ancient 
Friends  of  that  city,  besides  many  others  • 
from,  divers  parts  of  the  nation."-^ 


The  marriage  took  place  on  the  27th  of  October 
1669.       The  following  v\^eek  they  spent  in  Bristol,  and 
there  "parted  in  the  Lord",  Pox  going  on  in  the  v/ork 
as  before,   and  his  wife  returning  to  Sv/arthmore  Kftll, 
A  comparatively  small  part,  of  their  married  life  v/as 
to  be  spent  together,    (theirs  -was  matrimony  by  corres- 
pondence), but  they  never  allov/ed  personal  desire  or 
pleasure  to  come  before  their  vrork  for  the  Society  and 
Him.  whom  they  served.       Their  married  life,  however,  wa 
one  of  great  joy  and  comfort  to  each  of  them,   and  no 
doubt  made  their  hardships  and  sufferings  easier  to 
bear . 
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VII.     WORK  FROM  SECOND  MARRIAGE  UNTIL  DEATH 


WORK  FROM  SECOND  MARRIAGE  UNTIL  DEATH 


A .       Second  Imprisonrnent 


Mrs.  Pox  had  been  at  home  only  a  few  days 

after  her  na'''rlage ,  when  she  was  ordered  by  the  Kinf^ 
and  Council  to  be  brought  to  prison  at  Lancaster  Castle 
again  upon  the  old  premunire.     Though  she  had  been  freed 
the  year  before  from  imprisonment  by  the  King,  the  sen- 
tence had  not  been  repeated,   and  her  neighbor  and  enemy, 
a  Colonel  Kirby,  had  her  again  sent  to  prison  for  hold- 
ing meetings  in  her  house.       This  time  she  continued  in 
prison  a  year,  and  most  of  the  time  she  was     sick  and 
v;eakly"  .       Fox  was  in  Leicestershire  when  he  received 
v/ord  of  her  imprisonment,  but  he  immediately  returned 
to  London  v/here  he  " 

"hastened  Mary  Lov^rer  and  Sarah  Pell 
( tv/o  of  my  v/if e  '  s  daughters)   to  the 
King,  to  acquaint  him  hov^  their  mother 
was  dealt  with,  and  see  if  they  could 
get  a  full  discharge  for  her,  that  she 
might  enjoy  her  estate  and  liberty  v/ith- 
out  molestation.     This  was  somewhat  diff- 
icult, but  by  diligent  attendance,  they 
at  length  obtained  it;   the  King  giving 
command  to  one  called  Sir  John  Otway  to 
signify  his  pleasure  therein  by  letter 
to  the  sheriff  and  others  concerned 
therein  in  the  country-;  vrhich  letter 
Sarah  Pell,  going  dov.Ti  with  her  brother 
and  sister  ca^^ried  viith  her  to  Lancaster.  "1 
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The  letter  was  deliveren  to  the  sheriff  by 
her  two  daughters,  but  by  some  means  the  officers  evaded 
the  coinmand  and  held  Mrs.  Pox  still  in  prison.  Upon 
learning  of  their  refusinr  to  obey  the  command,  George 
Fox  spoke  to  Martha  Fisher  and  Hannah  Stringer  ( tv^o 
Friends)   asking  them  to  go  to  the  King  about  his  \7ire's 
liberty.       This  they  did,  and  the  Kin^-;  "granted,  a  free 
discharge  under  the  great  seal  and  released  both  her 
and  her  estate  from  the  penalties  of  the  sentence  of 
premunire,  under  which  she  had.  been  suffering  for  more 
than  five  years."! 

B .       Journey  to  London 

Soon  after  her  final  release,  Mrs.  Fox  went 
up  to  London,   to  take  leave  of  her  husband  who  v/as  to 
sail  for  Aiiierica.       He  v/as  gone  tv/o  years  on  this 
iourney  and  upon  his  return  in  June,  1673,  his  wife 
met  him  i.n  Bristol,   and  together  they  went  to  London 
where  Fox  worked  among  the  Friends.     From  London  they 
travelled  homewards,   stopping  at  Rickmansworth  to 
visit  ■'I'illiam  Penn  and  his  family.     Here  they  were 
,loined  by  Mrs.  Pox's  son-in-laiv,  Thomas  Lo^"'er,  and 
in  a  few  days  proceeded  on  their  journey,  visiting 
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Friend's  meetinf^s  as  they  oassed  throurh  the  various 
tovms  .       At  Predighton,   in  'A'orcest shire ,   they  attended 
a  meeting  of  about  two  hundred  persons,   an-^  after  the 
meeting  was  over,  they  retired  to  one  of  the  homes 
for  the  night,  but  before  they  had  been  there  very 
long,  the  sheriff  came,  arresting  George  Pox  and 
Thomas  Lo^^rer  and  taking  them,  to  V/oroester   iail.  George 
Pox  was  preraunired  by  the  court  and  held  in  jail  there, 
though  Thomas  Lower  vras  soon  dismissed. 

Margaret  Pox  v/ent  to  see  the  judges  and  the 
King  on  her  husband's  behalf,  and  after  a  year  and  tv/o 
months,  the  indictment  was  pronounced  illegal  and 
void,  and  Pox  was  discharged.       During  the  latter  part 
of  this  im.prisonment ,  he  vras  very  ill,  and  his  wife  came 
to  be  with  him.     He  was  unable  to  return  home  upon  his 
release,   so  they  rem.ained  at  Kingston  until  he  v/as  str-ong 
enough  to  return  home  in  June,  1675.       This  was  the  first 
time  he  had  been  at  Swarthmore  since  their  m.arriage  six 
years  before,   and  due  to  his  health,  he  remained  at  home 
for  a  period  of  twenty-one  months.       But  at  the  end  of 
this  time,  he  took  up  his  travelling  v^ork  again,  going 
from  Sv/arthmore  to  London. 


5^. 


C .       Further  Persecution 


Persec-utions  and  difficulties  still  contin- 
ued for  Margaret  Pox,  despite  her  release  from  premun- 
ire  by  the  King,       She  writes  of  some  of  them  as 
follows : 

"V/hen  my  husband  was  at  London,  it 
being  a  time  of  great  persecution  by 
informers,  the  justices  of  our  country 
v-rere  very  severe,  and  much  bent  against 
me,  because  I  kept  a  meeting  at  Sv^arth- 
raore  liall;   so  they  did  not  fine  the 
house  as  his,  he  being  absent  from 
home,  but  as  mine;  and  fined  me  tv/enty 
pounds  for  the  house,  and  twenty  pounds 
for  speaking  in  the  meeting;  and  the  se- 
cond time  forty  pounds  for  speaking; 
and  also  other  Friends  for  speaking, 
twenty  oounds  for  the  first,  and  forty 
pounds  for  the  second  time:   those  that 
were  not  able,  they  fined  others  for 
them,   and  made  great  spoil  among  Friends, 
by  distraining  their  goods,  sometimes 
for  less  than  half  the  value;   they  took 
thirty  head  of  cattle  from  me.  Their 
intentions  were  to  ruin  and  weary  us 
out,  and  enrich  themselves;  but  the 
Lord  prevented  them."l 


Because  of  this  continued  persecution,  Margaret 
Fox,   in  the  seventieth  year  of  her  age,  made  her  last 
visit  to  see  King  Charles.       After  she  had  dravm  up 
a  paper,  giving  an  account  of  hov/  the  authorities  dealt 
with  George  Fox,  herself  and  other  Friends,   she  went  to 
London  and  gained  admission  to  the  presence  of  the  King, 
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but  he  was  roup;h  and  angry  and  would  not  take  it.  Mrs 
Pox,  hovrever,  was    not  a  person  easily  discouraged;  so 
by  Judge  Jeffreys,  she  sent  to  the  King  a  note  telling 
him  again  that  no  matter  how  great  the  persecutions  and 
sufferings  put  upon  the  Friends,   they  could  rlo  nothing 
but  confess  Jesus  Christ  before  men,   lest  he  should 
deny  them  before  his  Father  in  heaven. 

Mrs.  Fox  remained  in  London,  and  after  wait- 
ing for  a  iveek  or  two,  and  yet  not  receiving  any  help 
or  word  from  the  King,   she  in  company  with  George  White 
head,  tried  again  to  gain  an  interview  with  the  Pving, 
through  one  of  the  lords,  but  this  tim_e  they  learned 
that  the  King  was  ill,  and  about  a  week  later  he  died. 
Mrs,  Fox  writes,   "So  this  confirmed  that  word  v^hich  God 
put  into  my  heart,  that  I  ymst  sent  to  bear  m,y  last 
testimony  to  the  King,"l 

Margaret  Fox  did  not  return  to  Swarthmore 
even  novr.       She  v/ould  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
she  had  come,   --  she  would  see  the  King.       And  so  about 
two  weeks  after  James  v/as  proclaimed  King,   she  v;ent  to 
see  him,  telling  him  that  she  had  v/aited  some  months 
to  see  the  King,  and  that  she  could  not  return  home 
peaceably  until  he  had  promised  her  that  he  v/ould 
check  those  persecuting  the  Friends.       But  he  seemed 
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impatient  and  only  told  her  to  po  home.       This  she  did 
at  last,  and    upon  arriving  home  she  was  vmrned.  by  the 
justice  that  under  the  j^overnment  of  James,   they  v^ould 
not  be  allowed  to  hold  meetinrrs  v;ithout  fines  and  im- 
prisonm.ent.       Whereupon  she  wrote  James  a  letter,  which 
he  carried  to  the  council  and.  read.     After  that  she 
says,   "l  do  suppose  they  gave  our  persecutors  a  privete 
caution,  for  they  troubled  us  no  more." 


D.       Visit  in  London 


In  1690,   she  made  a  journey  to  London,  this 
time  to  see  her  husband,  her  tv/o  daughters,  Mary  Rouse 
and.  Sarah  Mead,   and  friends.       After  returning  hom.e 
from  this,  her  ninth  visit  to  London,   she  v^rote  the 
following  letter  to  the  women's  meeting  there: 

"Dear  Sisters:  .--  In  the  eternal  blessed 
truth,  into  vrhich  we  are  begotten,  and 
in  which  we  stand,  and  are  Dreserved, 
as  we  keep  in  it,  and  are  fniided  by  it; 
in  this  is  my  dear  and  unchangeable  love 
remem.bered  unto  you  all;  acknowledging 
your  dear  and  tender  love,  when  I  was 
with  you,  in  which  my  heart  was  rejoiced, 
to  feel  the  ancient  love  and  unity  of 
the  eternal  spirit  amongst  you;  and  my 
soul  was  and  is  refreshed  in  my  journey, 
in  visiting  my  dear  husband  and  children, 
and  you  mj  dear  Friends.       And  nov/  I  am 
returned  to  my  ovm  house  and  family,  where 
I  find  all  -^ell;  praised  and  honoured  be 
ray  Heavenly  Father. 

And  dear  F'.'iends,  ourengagement  s  are  great 
unto  the  Lord,  and  he  is  dear  and  faithful 


unto  "us;  and  blessed  and  happy  are  all 
they  that  are  dear  and  faithful  unto 
Kim,     And,  those  that  keep  single  and 
chaste  unto  Him  need  not  fear  evil 
tidings,  nor  what  man  can  do,  for  He 
that  hath  all  pov;er  in  heaven  and  earth 
in  His  hand,  will  surely  keep  His  ovm 
Church  find  family,  those  that  worship 
Him,  within    the  measuring  line,  that 
measures  the  temple,   and  the  altf.r, 
and  those  that  v'orship  therein,  they 
are  kept  safe,  as  in  the  hollow  of 
His  hand. 

And  so,  dear  Friends,  my  heart  and 
soul  was  so  much  comforted  and  refreshed, 
amongst  you,  that  I  could  not  but  signi- 
fy the  remembrance  of  my  dear  love  unto 
you;  and  also  my  acknowledgment  of  your 
dear  love  and  tenderness  to  my  dear  hus- 
band; for  which  I  doubt  not  the  Lord 
doth  and  will  reward  you;   into  v^hose 
hand  and  arm  and  power  I  commit  you." 

M.  Pox."l 


This  rather  short  letter  is  another  indication 
and  illustration  of  the  great  intere^^t  v^hich  Margaret 
Fell  held  in  Friends  everywhere,  and  of  her  great  aid 
to  them  in  encouraging,  advising,  and  helping  them,  in 
whatever  ^7ay  she  was  able,       in  the  Y/riter's  opinion, 
this  joy,  encouragement  and  help  which  she  gave  to 
Friends  everywhere  and  in  every  condition,  v/as  her 
greatest,  though  not  only,   contribution  to  the  Society 
of  Friends, 
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E.       Death  of  George  Fox 


In  this  same  year  of  her  visit  to  LonrTon 
(1690),   the  death  of  George  Fox  occurred  in  Lonrlon.  It 
vms  not  sudien,   as  his  h<^alth  hod  been  declining  for 
the  last  several  years,  clue  to  great  persecution  and 
hardships.     It  v/as  William  Penn  v/ho  conveyed  the  news 
to  Margaret  Fox.       He  says, 


"I  am  to  be  the  teller  to  thee  of 
sorrowful  tidings  as  I  may  call  it 
in  some  sense,  v/hich  is  this,  that 
thy  dear  husband  and  my  beloved  and 
dear  friend,  George  Fox,  has  finished 
his  glorious  testimony  this  night  about 
half  an  hour  after  nine,  being  sensible 

to  the  last  breath  Oh,  he  is  gone 

and  has  left  us  in  the  storm  that  is 
over  our  heads,   surely  in  great  mercy 
to  him,  but  as  an  evidence  to    us  of 

sorrov/s  to  come  a  prince,  indeed, 

is  fallen  in  Israel  today;  he  died  as 
he  lived,  a  lamb,  minding  the  things  of 
God  and  Hip.  church  to  the  last  in  an 
universal  spirit."! 

The  last  time  Mrs.  Fox  had  been  v'ith  ber  hus- 
band was  about  six  months  before  his  death.     Of  this 
last  visit  with  him.,   she  v/rites, 

"And  of  all  the  times  that  I  v/as  at 
London,  this  last  time  was  most  com- 
fortable, that  the  Lord  was  pleased 
to  give  me  strength  and  ability  to 
travel  that  great  journey,  being  seventy - 
six  years  of  age,  to  see  my  dear  husband. 
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who  v^as  better  in  his  health  and  strength 
than  many  times  I  had  seen  him  before.  I 
looked  upon  that,  that  the  Lord's  special 
hand  was  in  it,  that  I  should  ^-o  then;  for 
he  lived  but  about  half  a  year  after  I 
left  him.,  which  makes  me  admire  the  wis- 
dom, and  goodness  of  God  in  ordering  my 
journey  at  that  time."l 


At  the  time  of  his  death,  they  had  been 
m.arried  about  twenty-one  years,  but  only  a  small  part 
of  that  time  had  they  spent  together,   their  religious 
work  keeping  them  apart.       But  to  each  of  them,  obed- 
ience to  the  will  of  God  was  the  greatest  thing  in 
their  lives,   and  so  they  lived  content.      Margaret  Fox 
writes  of  it  in  these  words: 


"And  though  the  Lord  had  provided  him, 
George  Pox,  with  an  outward  habitation, 
he  was  not  v;illing  to  stay  in  it,  be- 
cause it  was  so  remote  and  far  from 
London,  where  his  service  mostly  lay. 
And  my  concern  for  God  and  His  holy  and 
eternal  truth  was  there  in  the  north, 
where  God  had  placed  and  set  me;  and 
likev/ise  for  the  ordering  and  governing 
of  my  children  and  family;   so  that  v/e 
were  willing  both  of  us  to  live  apart 
some  years  upon  God's  account  and  His 
truth's  service,  and  to  deny  ourselves 
of  that  comfort  v/hich  we  might  have  had 
in  being  together,  for  the  sake  and 
service  of  the  Lord  and  His  truth. "2 


1  -  iiTrtmett,  E.i^.,     A  Short  History  of  Quakerism.,  314. 

2  -  Life  of  I.iargaret  Fox,  65 . 
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P.       Death  of  Margaret  Fox 

Margaret  Fox  survived  her  husband  twelve 
years.      Most  of  this  time,  she  lived  quietly  at  Sv/arth- 
more  liall  v;ith  her  family,  beinj';  actively  interested  to 
the  end  in  all  that  concerned  the  Friends.       In  her 
last  years,   she  suffered  from  failing  eyesight,  but 
with  the  help  of  others,   she  keptup  her  v/ide  corres- 
pondence to  many  Friends  in  every  nation.     ahe  died  at 
csYirarthmore  on  February  STi,  1702. 

Upon  being  asked  by  a  friend  shortly  before 
her  death,  how  we  was,   she  ansv/ered,   "very  weak  in 
body,  but  alive  in  God."       Her  loving  and  unfailing 
spirit  was  manifested  throughout  her  sickness,  and 
her  last  "^^ords  wore  these,   "I  am  in  peace."! 


1  -  Life  of  r.argaret  Fox,  71. 
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VIII.     TRIBUTES  TO  HER 
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TRIBUTES  TO  HER 


The  truest  evaluation  of  such  a  life  as  th 
of  Margaret  Fell's  (and  Margaret  Pox),  cm  coine  from 
those  -ho  knew  her  best,  --  her  children,  and  fellov 
v^orkers  in  the  Society.  These  in  their  ov.ti  words 
pay  her  highest  tribute  as  a  mother  and  servant  of 
her  Master.  Her  children  have  given  us  the  follow- 
ing tribute: 


"The  Lord  so  increased  her  growth  in  the 
blessed  truth,  that  she  became  a  mother 
in  Israel,   and  was  very  exemplary  and 
serviceable  in  the  church  of  Christ, 
strengthening  the  weak,  and  supporting 
the  feeble.       And  a  great  care  was  upon 
her,  and  she  was  very  diligent  in  speak- 
ing, and  promoting  the  truth  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  both  in  this  nation  (where 
she  travelled  much),   and  in  other  nations 
by  epistles:  which  care  she  performed 
and  continued  for  many  years,  until  the 
truth  hadmade  a  larger  entrance  in  the 
nations;  discountenancing  and.  reproving 
all  false  appearances,  which  would,  have 
made  a  shov-r  of  that  which,  they  were  not. 
And  the  Lord  made  her  a  preacher  of 
righteousness,  both  in  a  public  testi- 
mony for  the  truth,  and  in  her  life  and. 
conversation.       And  she  continued  her 
zeal  and  constancy  to  and  for  the  truth, 
in  her  diligent  attending  of  v/eekly, 
quarterly,  monthly,  and  other  meetings 
for  worship,   in  which  she  was  truly 
exemplary,  to  very  near  the  conclusion, 
wnd  also,   she  was  raised  up,  and  pre- 
served a  noble  and  valiant  sufferer 
for  the  truth,  and  its  innocent  testi- 
mony;  so  she  spared  no  labour  nor 
pains,   in  travelling  to  visit  those 
that  were  under  confinement  for  the 
sake  thereof,  and  v/as  a  comfort  and 


strength  to  them  therein. 

Thomas  Carnm,  a  Priend,  speaks  of  her  as  beinr; 
filled  '"'■ith  real  vrisdoin  and  understanding,  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  truth  and  real  righteousness;  as  not  only  a 
great  and  exemplar:/  suffer-er  for  the  trutli,  but  a  visi- 
tor and.  sympathizer  '"ith  all  the  faithful  in  their 
sufferings . 

George  Whitehead,  the  man  viho  directed  the 
affairs  of  the  Society  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  after 
George  Pox's  death,   and  a  most  intimate  friend  of  I  rs. 
Pox's  said. 


"she  had  a  godly  care  upon  her  for  the 
sober  and  virtuous  education  of  her 
children  and  offspring;  and  the  Lord 
blessed  and  answered  her  therein  in  a 
good  measure,  and  no  doubt  blessed  them 
the  more  for  her  sake,   as  vrell  as  for 
their  o^'im  solvation,   for  which  she 
chiefly  travailed  in  spirit,  and  ear- 
nestly sought  the  Lord  in  their  be- 
half, beyond,  all  temporal  blessings  .  "2 


As  can  be  easily  inferred  from  her  life, 
Margaret  Fox  v/as  no  ordinary  \70man.       cihe  v/as  a  noble 
spirit,  and  a  'TOman  endov/ed  with  a  pleasing  personality 
in  v;hich  was  to  be  found  that  wonderful  combination  o.f 
vigor  and  serenity.       She  is  described  by  her  friends 
as  having  a  beaming  countenance,  and  most  sweet,  har- 


1  -  Fell,  A  Brief  Coll.ectj.on,  etc., 

2  -  Life  of  Margaret  Pox,  7^-. 
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monious  voice.       Her  splendid  back[{:round ,   combined  v^ith 
fine  and  attractive  endov/ed  gifts,  tmi?':  '  •  v    •  ade  her 
an  extremely  prepossessinp  personality. 

Prom  the  tributes  of  her  children  an'i  friends, 
y^e  gather,  too,  that  she  v/as  a  devoted  Y;ife  and  mother. 
Seven  daughters  and  one  son  she  raised  to  maturity,  giv- 
ing them  a  happy  frntiily  life,  marred  only  by  the  injus- 
tice and  cruelty  of  perseciitors .       she  v.^as  a  home-maker, 
not  only  for  her  ovm  family,  but  for  the  v/hole  family 
of  v^andering,  homeless  Quakers.       iler  ^  hole  life  she  rave 
to  others  that  they  might  share  v;ith  her  the  great  cer- 
tainty and  love  of  God. 


IX.     HER  WRITINGS 


HER  WRITINGS 


Di^ring  the  years  after  her  conv^-rsion,  8 
n-amber  of  comparatively  short  publications  came  from 
the  pen  of  Margaret  Fell.       It  is  not  stated,   to  my 
knovrledge,  as  to  the  exact  number  of  her  publication 
but  according  to  Mr,  Bickley,  the  most  important  are 

1.  "False  Prophets,  Antl-C'irln ts ,  ''ocolvers 

which  are  in  the  Yiforld,  which  John  Pro- 
phesied of,  which  hath  long  been  nid  and 
covered,  but  is  nov^  Unmasked,  "etc . ,  1G55. 

2.  "In  Manasseli  Ben  Israel,  the  Call  of  the 

Jews  out  of  Babylon,"  etc.,  1656. 

3.  "a  Testimony  of  the  Touchstone  for  all. 

Professions  and  all  Forms  and  Gathered 
Churches, "etc. ,  1656. 

4.  "a  Loving  Salvation  to  the  Seed  of  Abra- 

ham,", etc.,  1656. 

5.  "A  True  Testimony  from  the  People  of  God 

(v/ho  by  the  world  are  called.  Quakers) 

of  the  Doctrines  of  the  Prophetsc,  Christ, 

and  the  Apostles,"  etc.,  1660. 

6.  "The  Examination  and  Tryall  of  Margaret  Fell 

and  George  Pox,"  etc.,  1664. 

7.  "Women's  Spreading,  Justified,  Proved,  and 

Allowed  by  the  Scriptures,"  etc.,  1666. 

8.  "The  Standard  of  the  Lord  revealed,"  etc., 

1667. 

9.  "a  Touch-Stone,  or  a  Perfect  Tryal  by  the 

Scriptures  of  allthe  Priests,  Bishops, 
and  Ministers  vvho  have  called  themselves 
the  Ministers  of ' the  Gospel,   "etc.,  1667. 

10.   "A  Call  unto  the  Seed  of  Israel,   that  they 

may  come  out  of  Egypt's  Darkness,  and  House 

of  Bondage  unto  the  Land  of  Rest,"  etc., 
about  1668. 


11.  "a  Brief  Collection  of  Remarkable  Passages 
and  Occurrences  relating  to  the  Birth, 
Education,  Life,  Eminent  and  Faithful 
Servant  of  the  Lord,  Margaret  Pell,  but 
by  her  Second  marriage,  Margaret  Pox, 
together  vnth  Sundry  of  Her  Epistles, 
Books,  and  Christian  Testimonies  to 
Priends  and  others,"  etc.,  1710."! 

Seven  of  the  first  ten  productions  mentioned  here  are  to 
be  found  in  the  last  one,  A  Brief  Collection,  etc. 

Margaret  Fell  v;-rote  more  during  her  imprison- 
ment than  at  any  other  period  of  her  life.       This  to  be 
gathered  from  the  dates  of  her  v/ritings  as  recorded  in 
A  Brief  Collection,   etc.     Three  of  her  largest  publica- 
tions came  out  in  1656-1657,  namely,   "The  Call  of  the 
Jews  out  of  Bab^T-lon" ,   "A  Loving  Salutation  to  the  Seed 
of  Abraham,  etc.",   and  "A  Testimony  of  tlie  Touchstone 
for  all  Professions,"  etc. 

,  As  will  be  observed,  tliree  of  the  works  above 
listed  by  Bickley  are  concerned  with  the  Jews.       Mrs.  . 
Fell  entered  into  the  esse  of  the  Jev/s  v/ith  great  ear- 
nestness and  concern.     I'.lrs.  Webb  says,   "We  do  not  find, 
any  other  Friend  of  that  age  entering  so  zealously  into 
the  cause  of  the  Jevfs."^ 

"The  Call  of  the  Jev/s  out  of  Babylon"  v;as 
addressed  to  Kanasseth-Ben-Israel ,  a  learned  Jewish 
rabbi,   and  "universally  regarded  as  the  most  distin- 


1  -  A.C.  Bickley,   "Margeret  Fell",  D.K.B.  Vol.18,  298. 

2  -  Webb,     The  Pells  of  Swarthmore  Hell,  212. 
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guished  man  of  the  Jev/ish  people  in  that  age."^     It  v/as 
throup'h  this  man  that  Mrs,   Pell  der.ired  to  f';lve  her 
m.essage  to  the  Jewish  people.       The  contents  of  each 
of  her  three  messages  to  the  Jews,   above  mentioned, 
are  much  the  same.       In  them  she  entreats  the  Jev^s  to 
com.e  out  of  the  darkness  in  which  they  pre  living,  and 
to  turn  to  that  inward  Light  in  their  consciences,  v/hich 
comes  from  Christ,       There  they  vrill  find,  a  Law  written 
in  their  hears  and  this  Law  should  demand  their  highest 
obedience.       She  says  their  profession  now  is  one  of 
outward  knowledge  and  profession,  vrhen  it  should  be  an 
inner  knowledge  and  profession.       She  adrrionishes  them 
to  do  away  with  all  ceremonies  and  formal  sacrifices, 
for  the  living  God  reouired  only  a  contrite  spirit  and 
a  heart  filled  v/ith  love  tov/ard  God  and  neighbor.  God 
is  to  be  v/orshipped,  not  in  a  synagogue,  but  in  the 
temple  of  our  oxm  being,  for  true  v/orship  is  from  the 
heart , 

Mrs,  Pell,   in  speaking  of  the  law,   says  there 
is  but  one  law;,  that  Jesus  did  not  destroy  the  lav/  of 
iVioses  and  the  prophets,  but  fulfilled  it,   and  that 
Jesus  is  the  One  of  whom  the  other  prophets  spoke,  and 
that  Y/e  are  all  one  in  Christ  v/ho  is  the  Light  of  our 
life,  and  by  whom  God  has  written  His  Law  upon  our  hearts. 


1  -  Webb,   The  FpIIs  of  Swartlirnore  Hall,  102. 
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No  information  is  given  as  to  how  v/idely  these 
writings  to  the  Jev;s  were  read,  nor  how  they  were  re- 
ceived, but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  vrere  v/ritten 
v;ith  p;reat  earnestness  an^i  in  a  kindly  spirit. 

A  second  group  of  her  v/ri tings  includes  those 
vritten  to  the  clergy  and  professing  Christians  of  that 
time.       These  are  "A  Testimony  of  the  Touchstone  for  all 
Professions  and  all  Forms  and  Gathered  Churches,  etc.", 
and  "a  Touchstone,  or  a  Perfect  Tryal  by  the  Scripture 
of.  all  the  Priests,  Bishops,   and  Ministers  who  have 
called  themselves  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  etc." 
In  these  tracts,  Mrs,  Fell  attacks  the  formalism,  and 
emphasis  on  doctrine  of  that  tim.e  and  asks  all  pro- 
fessors of  Christianity  to  test  their  lives  by  the 
inner  Light  which  is  written  in  their  hearts,  and  to 
turn  from  outward  knowledge  and  form,  to  the  true  com- 
mandments of  Jesus  for  them.       She  desires  for  them  the 
realization  in  their  lives  of  spiritual  reality,  v/hich 
she  says  is  given  them  if  they  only  repent,  and  turn  to 
the  inv/ard  Light  and  Law.       She  continuously  ouotes  from 
the  Nev/  Testament  to  shov/  the  contrast  betv/een  the  com- 
mands and.  precepts  given  there,   and  the  practices  of 
professors  at  that  time,   especially  those  in  higher 
positions  of  the  church.       It  is  well  to  remember  that 
the  Quakers  felt  it  a  part  of  their  work  and  teaching 
to  protest  against  this,   "outward  profession  and.  knowl- 
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edge",  as  they  spoke  of  it.       They  were  not  seeking  any 
advantage  thereby,  but  they  could  not  tolerate  such 
practice  in  the  followers  of  Jesus. 

In  another  pamphlet  entitled  "A  True  Testi- 
mony from  the  People  of  God  (vho  by  the  v/orld  are  called 
Quakers"  of  the  Doctrines  of  the  Prophets,  Christ,  and 
the  Apostles,  etc.",   she  again  attacks  the  Ci'jflstians 
for  making  of  the  Scriptures  mere  formal  words,   and  not 
professing  Christ  from  the  Spirit  of  Truth  in  them. 
She  refers  to  the  Apostles,   saying  that  they  spoke  as 
the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance,  and  as  the  Moly  Ghost 
taught  them.       She  denounced  the  religious  teachers  of 
that  day  for  teaching  that  none  should  respect  new  revel 
tions  by  the  spirit  of  God.       She  also  attacked  the  cur- 
rent doctrine  that  none  can  be  free  from  sin  while  they 
are  upon  this  earth,  and  nuotes  the  Apostle,  saying 
"i^/hosoever  abideth  in  Christ,   sinneth  not".       Rut  the 
primary  purpose  of  this  particular  writing  is  to  show 
that  the  practice  and  teaching  of  the  Quakers  concerning 
continuous  revelation  and  the  ^-itness  of  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  in  individual  hearts,  \7as  in  accordance  v.^ith  the 
Prophets,   Christ,  and  the  Apostles. 

In  the  last  of  the  compositions  v/hich  shall 
be  discussed  in  this  paper,  namely,   "Women's  Speaking 
Justified,  Proved,  and  Allowed  of  by  the  Scriptures, 
etc.",   she  shows  how  v/omen  were  the  first  to  whom  Jesus 


appeared  after  his  resurrection,  and  a  v/oman  was  the 
messenger  to  v/hom  he  said,   "Go  tell  my  brethren  that' 
they  go  into  Galilee,   and  there  shall  they  see  me." 
Because  of  these  and  other  reasons,  Ivirs.   Fell  holds 
that  women  should  not  be  exclused  from  preaching;  the 
Gospel,  but  that  they  should  speak  v/hen  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,   just  as  men  did.       This  position  v/as  held  by  all 
Quakers,  and  accordingly,  women  played  a  great  part  in 
the  v;ork  of  the  Society,   some  of  them  preaching  regularly. 
There  is  no  record  of  Margaret  Foil  preaching,  though  the 
fact  that  she  did  not  preach  was  probably  due  to  her 
many  family  duties,   and  because  she  felt  she  could  serve 
more  effectively  in  other  ways. 

The  writings  of  Margaret  Fell  are  scarcely 
mentioned  in  the  various  Histories  of  Quakerism,  and 
no  record  is  given  of  their  influence  upon  the  people 
who  read  them.       They  embody  to  a  greater  extent  the 
testimony  of  her  personal  religious  beliefs  and  experi- 
ences,  than  any  logical'  persuasive  argument.       In  all 
of  her  tracts,   she  nuotes  Scripture  at  great  length, 
at  times  sacrificing  clarity  thereby.       In  Mrs.  Fell's 
writings  v;e  find  no  original  ideas  or  beliefs,  other 
than  those  held  by  George  Fox  and  the  '.vUakers  as  a 
group.      Rut  though  Mrs.  Fox  did  not  excell  as  a  doc- 
trinal vrriter,   those  who  read  her  writings  could  not 
have  helped  being  in-fluenced  by  them,  because  of  the 


i 


earnest  and  sincere  convictions     there  exuressed.  I.o 
doubt  in  such  a  period  of  religious  unrest,  and  doc- 
trinal formality,  her  writings  v;ere  v/elcomed  by  sone 
at  least,  because  of  their  simplicity  in  style,  exposi- 
tion of  a  few  fundpjnental  principles,  and  testimon;/  of 
religious  reality. 


i 


HER  RELIGIOUS  BELIEFS 


HER  RELIGIOUS  BELIEFS 


From  Margaret  Fell's  letters  and  writings, 
v/e  can  find  those  principles  and  beliefs  which  she 
held  as  most  vital  to  her  faith.       The  revelation  of 
Truth  ^-rhich  ,she  held  was  also  that  of  George  Pox, 
but  we  cannot  say  she  merely  took  her  beliefs  from  him. 
All  doctrine  that  she  taught  and  r-rote  about,   she  had 
made  her  own,  not  only  in  her  thinking,  but  in  her 
practical  life.       I  shall  suinmarize  below  her  funda- 
mental religious  beliefs. 

The  primarjT-  belief  of  all  the  early  Friends 
was  concerning'  "the  Inward  Light".  This  Light  came 
from  Jesus  and  dwelt  in  the  soul  of  each  individual, 
speaking  directly  to  them.,  and  revealing  to  them  the 
will  of  God  in  all  things.  It  also  enabled  them  to 
discern  good  from  evil,  and  as  they  obe^red  this  Inv-ard 
Light,   they  were  brought  to  salvation  in  Jesus. 

In  their  thinking  all  who  did  not  obey  this 
Inward  Light,   and  all  who  did  not  bear  witness  to  it, 
were  in  darkness  and  sin,   and  the  Friends  felt  it  their 
duty  to  try  to  bring  them  to  see  this  Light.  Their 
first  instruction  to  one  desiring  to  find  this  Light 
was  that  he  should  obey  the  voice  of  duty  within  and 
obey  the  highest  he  then  knev/,  knowing  that  greater 
light  viould  be  thrown  upon  his  path. 


Mrs,  Pell,   in  common  with  the  other  Frienrlc, 
believed  in  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  but  differed 
from  the  Calvinism  of  that  day,   in  holding  that  revela- 
tion of  God  could  come  in  other  ways  than  throuf^h  the 
Scriptures.     This  continuous  revelation  she  believed 
she  held  in  common  with  the  Prophets,  Jesus,  and  the 
Apostles  to  whom  God  had  revealed  Himself  directly.  This 
revelation  came,  however,  only  to  those  individuals  who 
sincerely  loved.  God  and  whose  humility  of  spirit  made 
them  receptive  to  Divine  revelation. 

The  Friends,  m.ore  than  any  other  Protestant  sect 
in  the  vrriterfe  opinion,  have  taken  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
seriously,   and  have  carried  these  teachings  over  into  the 
work-a-day  world.       This  is  evidenced,  primarily  by  their 
attitude  toward  war,  but  also  by  the  attitude  tov/ard  oaths 
tov>rard  prison  reform  and  temperance.       This  obedience  to 
the  Light  of  Jesus  in  their  conscience  has  given  the 
Friends  .fine  moral  oualities  in  their  characters,  and 
has  given  them  great  courage  and  faith  in  facing  per- 
secution and  "hardships . 

Another  belief  held  by  Mrs.  Pell,  and  contrary 
to  the  current  beliefs  of  her  day,  was  that  man  can  be 
free  from  sin  on  this  earth,  providing  he  is  wholly 
obedient  to  God,   and  lives  in  Jesus,   for  God  offered 
human  individuals  complete  salvation  in  His  Son.  I 
have  not  read  of  any  of  the  Friends  who  claimed  freedom 


from  all  sin,  but  they  held  it  to  be  a  x^ossibili ty . 

In  common  ^-'ith  other  Christian  t^rroups,  they 
held  love  to  God  and.  neighbor  as  the  two  most  funda- 
mental commands,   and  their  carryin£,  out  of  these  com- 
mands is  evidenced  by  their  missionary  efforts,  by  the 
care  given  to  members  of  their  ov/n  group,  and  by  the 
forgiving  and  non-resistant  attitude  which  they  took 
tovmrd  their  persecutors. 


XI.     THE  SIGNIT^ICANCE  OF  HER  LlFb]  AND  WORK 


THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  HER  LIFE  AND  V/ORK 
A.     To  the  Society 

In  considering  the  significance  of  Margaret 
Fell,  we  must  think  of  her  in  her  relation  to  the  oociet; 
of  Friends,  for  it  v/as  after  her  conversion  to  the  doc- 
trine of  George  Pox,   and.  her  oarticioation  in  his  v/ork 
that  her  character  and.  name  gained  national  prominence. 

The  contributions  of  Margaret  Fell  to  the 
society  of  Friends  are  varied  and  of  great  importance , 
In  the  first  place,   to  that  dissenting  group  and  new 
v/ork,   she  brought  prestige,  vhich  has  been  shovm  ear- 
lier to  have  meant  much  to  the  Friends  in  obtaining 
greater  mercy  and    iustice.       Besides  having  come  from 
an  old  and  much  respected  family,   she  was  the  wife  of 
Judge  Fell,   a  man  nationally  kno\'m  for  his  achievem.ents 
and   justice,  and  a  much  respected  citizen  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation.       Through  his  personal  efforts,  the  Friends 
v/ere  often  aided  in  their  difficulties  with  civil  au- 
thorities,      it  V'/as  partially  because  of  the  prestige 
which  she  held,  that  Margaret  Pell  received  the  atten- 
tion which  v;as  given  her  at  the  hands  of  the  kings  and 
those  in  authority. 

The  offer  of  Svmrtlimore  Hall  as  a  center  for 
the  Quakers  meant  much  to  the  society  in  the  early  days 


when  they  had  to  meet  wherever  they  could.       Here  they 
not  only  held  their  meetin{^s  for  worship  in  the  commun- 
ity of  Lancashire,  but  Quakers  from  fill  over  the  nation 
were  vrelcome  here  where  the  larger  meetings  of  the  Socie 
were  sometim.es  held.       Then,  too,  those  Friends  who  had 
been  injured  v;hen  preaching,  or  attacked  otliervrise,  vrere 
often  broupiht  to  av;arthmore  Hall  until  they  could  re- 
cover from  their  injuries,   an-i  this  old  English  mansion 
always  meant  to  its  guests,  not  only  physical  rest  and 
aid,  but  also  spiritual  rest,  encouragement  and  help, 
and  this  largely  because  of  the  presence  of  Iv'argaret 
Pell  there. 

About  the  same  time  that  Swartlimore  Hall  be- 
came the  center  for  the  society  of  Friends,  Margaret 
Pell  became  its  general  secretary , helping  to  adjninister 
its  affairs  under  the  supervision  of  George  Pox,  and 
dispersing  its  funds.       This  was  a  great  responsibility 
and  task  in  a  time  when  comm.unicat ion  v;as  not  so  easy, 
and  new  groups  were  being  formed  all  the  time  with 
which  she  had  to  keep  in  touch.       But  all  this  she  did 
vrell  in,   as  is  shovm  in  letters  vrritten  to  her  from 
Friends  in  different  parts  of  the  country.       It  ivas 
through  Margaret  Fell  that  the  early  itinerant  preach- 
ers received  their  salaries,  for  the  donations  of  the 
ooclety  v/ere  sent  to  her,  and  she  in  turn  sent  this 
money  on  to  the  preachers,   to  needy  f ami] ies , '  and  to 


meet  other  needs  and  expenses  of  the  Society. 

As  the  Society  grev/  In  numbers  and  influence, 
it  came  into  conflict,  as  v/e  have  seen,  with  the  civil 
ai3thorit ies ,  because  its  members  Insisted  upon  freedom 
of  worship,   and  refused  to  take  oaths.       For  this  they 
v;ere  persecuted,  very  often  unjustly,   and  unmercifully, 
and  we  saw  that  Margaret  Pell  appeared  before  the  high 
authorities  on  their  behalf.       This  took  not  only  much 
time  and  trouble  on  her  paiM:,  but  .it  took  courage,  and 
because  some  of  her  efforts  seemed  to  be  fruitless,  it 
meant  that  she  must  have  great  hope  and  faith  to  con- 
tinue in  such  efforts,  but  they  did  prove  to  be  of  some 
avail,  both  temporarily  in  having  many  of  the  QT.iakers 
liberated  from  prisons,  and  permanently  in  helping  to 
secure  freedom  of  vrorship. 

We  have  noted  that  Margaret  Pell  did  not  ex- 
cell  as  an  author  or  doctrinal  v/riter,but  no  doubt  she 
m.ade  som.e  contribution  to  the  Society  by  her  ^"-'ritings. 
The  extent  of  this  contribution  cannot  be  ascertained 
hov/ever,  as  mention  is  not  m.ade  of  it  by  students  of 
Quakerism. 

The  preeminent  contribution  of  Margaret  Pell 
to  the  Society  of  Friends  v/as  in  her  rpiritual  cliar- 
acter,   and  the  central  position  -"hich  she  held  as 
comforter,  advisor,   and  inspirer  to  all  Friends  every- 
-'^here .       From  the  beginning  this  was  her  especial  task. 


Prom  the  sick  and  injured  who  were  cared  for  under  her 
roof  to  the  mo?.t  eminent  leaders  in  the  Society,  even 
Fox  himself,  Marf^aret  Fell  v/as  at  all  tiines  able  and 
y/illing  to  help  all  because  of  her  strong  character, 
alert  mind,   and  deep  spiritual  nature.       ahe  seems  to 
have  been  especially  gifted,  in  the  capacity  to  endure 
hardships  and  sufferings   for  the  sake  of  others,  rnd 
no  service  v/as  too  hard  for  her.       Sl:e  visited  the  fam- 
ilies of  those  vrhose  husbands  and  fathers  had  ^.one  out 
to  preach,   she  visited  Friends  in  time  of  sickness,  and 
probably  the  greatest  service  of  all  was  in  visiting  the 
Friends  at  various  tii-nes  v/-ho  were  confined  in  prisons. 
It  is  a  great  testimony  of  the  religious  faith  and  char- 
acter of  a  vwnan  v/ho  v;ili  leave  home  and  comfort,  and 
luxury,  which  she  might  have  indulged  in,   to  give  her 
life  in  service  and  sacrifice  for  God  and  man.  Margaret 
Fell  was  greatly  esteemed  and  loved  by  those  who  knevr 
her,  and  her  influence  lived  on  long  after  her  death. 

B .       To  General  History 

The  significance  of  Margaret  Fell's  life,  and 
its  relation  to  general  history  m.ay  be  said  to  be  more 
indirect  than  direct.       To  evaluate  the  importance  of 
her  life  and  work,   it  is  necessary  to  consider  her  as  a 
member  of  the  Quaker  group  in  England  in  the  seventeenth 


cent-ury.       We  have  discussed  her  contribution  to  the 
Society  of  Friends,   and  know  the  prominence  which  she 
held  there,  but  we  sliall  nov/  try  to  see  her  as  an  Eng- 
lish citizen. 

Undoubtedly  her  contribution  to  the  Enrlish 
netion  and  so  to  history,  vra.s  in  the  moral  and  relirious 
realm.       She  was  one  of  the  outstanding  religious  char- 
acters of  the  seventeenth  century  in  England,  being, 
spoken  .of  often  as  the  Lady  Huntington  of  the  Quaker 
group . 

It  is  to  such  courageous  Christian  characters 
as  Margaret  Fell     to     a  great  extent  at  least,  that 
religious  liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience  was  won  in 
England,  and  the  greater  justice  in  civil  law  which  ac- 
companied this  nev.^  liberty  and  freedom.       It  is  not  --hen 
individual  m.em.bers  and  groups  aC'-'uiesce  under  re^^ression 
and  injustice  that  progress  is  m.ade  in  history,  but  vrhere 
persons  of  strong  convictions  and  moral  ideals  are  vail- 
ing to  suffer  and  die   that  these  ideals  nay  live.  This 
Margaret  Fell  was  willing  to  do,   and  in  this  courage 
voiced  her  convictions  to  the  rulers  of  the  English  na- 
tion.      Her  efforts  in  the  long  run  were  not  fruitless, 
for  her  ideals  did  live,  not  only  for  England,  but  in 
other  countries  also. 

Margaret  P(^ll  m.ade  a  great  contribution  to  the 
English  nation  also  in  the  exemplary  life  which  she  lived. 


In  an  age  of  formalism  and  profession  by  '.vord  in  re- 
ligion,  she  exemplified  a  life  of  sincerity  and  truth- 
fulness in  all  thinfs,   in  a  century  of  political  and 
religious  strife  and  discontent,   she  found  satisfaction 
and  brought  it  to  many  others,   and  in  all  phases  of 
life  she  exemplified  these  fundamental  virtuer 
15r'-ious  faith. 

In  as  much  as  Margaret  Fell's  life  and  work 
was  significant  to  the  English  nation,   so  was  it  to  his- 
tory, for  the  ideas  and  ideals  of  one  nation  influence 
other  nations,  and  history  is  the  record  of  the  pro- 
gress of  all  nations  toward  certain  ideals,  originating 
and  finding  their  fulfilment  in  and  througli  individuals. 
Thus  Margaret  Fell's  life  and  work  was  significant,  es- 
pecially in  the  history  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  pro- 
gress in  "Tngland  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
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XII.  SmilARY 
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SUT.iMARY 

National  life  in  Enp;land  in  the  seventeenth 
century  v/as  characterized  by  relig-io-us  strife.       In  the 
sixteenth  century,   there  had  arisen  a  rroup  of  persons 
YTho  "dshed  to  be  done  with  all  forms  of  "popery",  and 
so  sou[-ht  to  revise  the  form  of  vorship  of  the  Anglican 
Church.       These  people  v/ere  knovm  as  Puritans,  because 
they  v;ished  to  purify  the  Church  from  v/ithin,  but  other 
groups  left  the  Church  entirely,   amon£-  v/hom  were  the  In- 
dependents, Baptists,  and  later  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Into  a  century  of  religious  strife  and  formal- 
ism cam.e  George  Pox  (1624-1691)  whose     essential  re- 
ligious nature  was  mystical.       As  a  young  man,  he  went 
in  search  of  religious  reality,  but  could  not  find  this 
experience  in  conferring  v/ith  the  clergy  of  that  time, 
or  attending  their  places  of  worship.       In  1646,  he 
experienced  what  is  commonly  knovm  as  a  religious  con- 
version, and  from  that  time  set  out  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ  as  it  v/as  revealed  to  him.       Soon  he 
gathered  about  him  f ellovr-preachers ,   all  of  v;hom  went 
about  on  foot  and  horseback  over  England,  preaching  to 
all  who  ^TOuld  listen  to  them. 

In  the  T-inter  of  1652,  George  Fox  visited 
the  parish  of  Falton,   in  Purness,  and  while  there  con- 
verted Margaret  Fell,  wife  of  Judge  Fell,   to  his  re- 
ligious views.      Mrs,  Fell  was  not  only  one  of  Pox's 
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earliest  converts,  but  she  also  became  one  of  the  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  later 
organized  by  Fox, 

Mrs,   Fell's  home,  Swarthmore  Hall,  became  the 
early  center  for  the  Society  of  Friends,   and  she  became 
general  secretary  of  ^he  Society,  dispersing  its  funds 
and  carrying  on  an  extensive  correspondence  in  its 
behalf.       Ac  they  had  no  "meeting-houses"  at  this  time, 
the  Friends  from  the  community  of  Furness  v/ould  meet 
at  Swarthmore  hall  ^or  vrorship.       This  was  contrary  to 
civil  law  as  everyone  was  being  made  to  conform  to  the 
worship  of  the  Anglican  Church,  which  was  the  State 
Church,       The  Friends  refused  to  conform  and  were 
brought  into  conflict  v/ith  the  civil  authorities,  and 
many  were  arrerted  and  imprisoned,      Mrs,  Fell  thought 
this  to  be  unjust,  and  several  times  visited  the  King 
and.  those  in  authority  on  behalf  of  the  persecuted 
Friends.       Not  only  were  Friends  arrested  and  perse- 
cuted for  worshipping  after  their  own  fashion,  but  also 
for  refusing  to  take  oaths,  -•■hich  they  felt  were  contra; 
to  the  teaching  of  Jesus. 

In  1663  Mrs,  Fell  herself  was  arrested,  and 
confined  to  prison  for  more  than  four  years,  during 
which  time  she  carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence 
v/ith  Friends  everywhere,   and  v^rote  several  religious 
tracts.       In  1669  she  was  imprisoned  a  second  time,  but 
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this  time  for  a  much  shorter  ooriod , 

In  1669,  George  Pox  and  lArs.  Poll  were 
married,  in  Bristol,  Mr.  Pell  having  been  dead  about 
eleven  years.       Mr.   and  Mrs,  Pox  v;ere  unable  to  spend 
much  of  their  married  life  together,  both  being  busily 
engaged  in  the  "/ork  of  the  Society.       In  1690  George 
Pox  died,   and  tv;elve  years  later,  Mrs.  Pox  follov/ed 
him,  both  hpving  lived  useful  and  courageous  livos. 

Mrs.   Pell  takes  her  place  in  history  as  one 
of  the  great  religious  characters  among  vromen,   and  as 
an  important  member  of  that  group  of  men  and  women  "-'ho 
have  suffered,  and  some  given  their  lives  for  religiou 
liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience. 
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